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BENCHREST 


Shooting Primer 


Should one be inquisitive about the 
sport of Bench Shooting, but doesn’t 
know how to start, he should read 
these instructions: 


The act of Bench Shooting consists 
of sitting at a bench with a rifle rest- 
ing on sand bags. The object of this 
position is to eliminate, as much as 
possible, the errors encountered in 
the process of holding and firing a 
rifle. Bench Shooting is a sport, com- 
petitive or individual. The personal 
satisfaction gained in the ability to 
place one bullet on top of another, 
thus making a one hole group at 100 
Yards and often at 200 Yards, has 
captivated an enthusiastic interest of 
many shooters for this kind of sport. 
It is particularly suited to both men 
and women who are not interested 
in indulging in the more vigorous or 
active sports. Therefore many Bench 
Shooters are of the older set. This 
does not mean, however, that it does 
not present a challenge to the young- 
er shooter; it will engage and tax his 
capabilities as well. 

The current popularity of this kind 
of shooting was generated in the 
years 1949 and 1950. At that time a 
competitive program was introduced 
and has since been expanded. 


Once an individual has selected the 
most appealing Bench Class, it is very 
important that he attends some of the 
Matches. Here he will learn much 
by asking questions, observing the 
equipment and methods used for 
loading and shooting. Any Bench 
Shooter is more than anxious to help 
a newcomer. 

The equipment needed to partici- 
pate is available, for the most part, 
from PRECISION SHOOTING adver- 
tisers. It includes rifles, telescopes, 
rests, sand bags, loading tools, bullets, 
cleaning materials, powder, primers, 
ete. 

Lastly, if possible, get the advice 
of a person in the game before mak- 
ing purchases. 


Should an individual or a club 
wish further information, write to 
M. H. Walker, R.D. #1, Mohawk, N. Y. 
13407; or the Editor of PRECISION 
SHOOTING. 


— PRINTER'S ERROR — 


In the December issue under the arti- 
cle titled “Bullet Dies and How to Make 
Them” on page 16, column 2, line 7 
should read... to ream within a few 
ten thousandths ... 


KEEP INFORMED BY THE EXPERTS 


Enter Your Subscription to PRECISION SHOOTING Today 
the official publication of the 
International Benchrest Shooters 


PS makes an excellent gift for any occasion 
(Use This Handy Subscription Form) 


(_ ) IBS membership and PS for 
one year — $8.00 


) PS only, one year — $5.00 


( ) PS only, two years — $9.00 


( ) Outside of U.S. and Canada, 
PS, each year — $6.00 


( )Associate Member (no magazine) — $4.00 
(Other members of same household) 


( ) Check enclosed 


PRECISION SHOOTING 
8 CLINE STREET 
DOLGEVILLE, NEW YORK 13329 
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About the Cover 


Mr. Leon L. Johnson of Hion, New York 
created this beautifully grained Euro. 
pean walnut stock and fitted it to a Rem- 
ington Model 700 action in 6mm caliber. 

It has a 22" barrel in 9 inch twist. It 
is topped with the standard cross hair 
Redfield 4X scope. 

Its total weight is exactly 8 pounds. 

The proud owner has already bagged 
a turkey and a deer with this revered 
rifle. 


IBS MEMO 
New Targets & Charter Members 


New IBS targets are in process. All 
clubs holding IBS shoots this year should 
order immediately. Mail order to: Emory 
L. Tooly, Box 148, Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329. 
Prices will be established and not great- 
er than former rates. 

At the moment, 100 and 200 yard B.R. 
targets will be in cartons of 500 only. 
Hunter targets will be sold in cartons of 
250. All clubs having official NBRSA 
targets on hand may use them. 

All who become members of IBS before 
the next annual meeting of the organi- 
zation shall be classified as charter 
members. The annual membership fee 
is $8.00 — Life membership is being con- 
sidered and should be reported out of 
committee in the next few weeks. 


When Answering Advertisements 
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NBRSA OFFICERS AND 


DIRECTORS FOR 1969 


*Reported New Directors 


*Raymond G,. Speer (President) 
925-7th Street 
Lewiston, Idaho 83501 
Area Code 208, 743-6135 


EASTERN REGION 
*M. H. (Mike) Walker 
R. D. #1, Warren Road 
Mohawk, New York 13407 
Area Code 315, 866-6971 


*Ralph W. Stolle, Sr. 
6200 93rd Place 
Seabrook, Maryland 20801 
Area Code 301, 577-2162 


*Ralph Pickens 
R. D. #3, McCoy Ave. 
East Liverpool, Ohio 4392() 


GULF COAST REGION 
*J. L. Bonner 
P.O. Box 606 
Cross Plains, Texas 76443 
Area Code 817, 725-4146 


MID-CONTINENT REGION 
*David B. Whittington 
462 West Grand Avenue 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901 
Phones: 
Area Code 501, 623-1812 


or 
Area Code 501, 623-5908 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 
*Arthur J. Freund 
1038 Hornsby Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63147 
Area Code 314, 388-1352 


NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
*Nels A. Nelson, Jr. 
228 First West Parkway 
Sheridan, Wyoming 82801 
Area Code 307, 674-8483 
Business Phone 672-2571 


NORTHWEST REGION 
Raymond G, Speer 
925-7th Street 
Lewiston, Idaho 83501 
Area Code 208, 743-6135 


SOUTHWEST REGION 


*Earl R. Stroup (Director) 
30506 Flossmoor Way 
Hayward, California 94544 
Area Code 415, 471-1549 


*Stuart H. Harvey (Vice Director) 
3201 Clairidge Way 
Sacramento, California 95821 


Secretary-Treasurer 
Bernice E. McMullen 
607 West Line Street 
Minerva, Ohio 44657 
Area Code 216, 868-6132 
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NBRSA 


News Releases 
NBRSA Eastern Region 


MINUTES — January 10, 1970 


The annual Winter Meeting of the 
Eastern Region of the NBRSA was 
called to order at 9:40 A.M. on Satur- 
day, January 10, 1970, by Director 
Mike Walker. 

The minutes of the 1969 Winter 
Meeting were read by Deputy Di- 
rector Ralph Pickens. Motion to ac- 
cept the minutes as read was made 
by Dr. Garcelon, seconded by Emory 
Tooly. Accepted by show of hands 
vote. 

An approximate Treasurer’s report 
was given by Clyde Hart. A more 
detailed report will be given later 
during the meeting after he obtains 
the books which were inadvertently 
left elsewhere. 

Committee members appointed to 
audit the Treasurer’s report, when 
available, are Irvin Mohnkern, Wil- 
liam Purcell, and John Kohler. 

The Chairman mentioned that if 
enough people stayed for lunch at 
$3 plus tax and gratuity per person, 
there would be no charge for the 
meeting room. 

The Chairman outlined rules for 
the meeting. The floor should recog- 
nize anyone before he speaks. 

Topics mentioned for discussion 
included the Kansas City Meeting 
(i.e. the John Zink Range proposal 
as a permanent national range and 
the adoption of the RIFLE magazine 
as the new official publication of the 
NBRSA). Bob Hart gave some history 
of the NBRSA and Precision Shoot- 
ing magazine; he then read Raymond 
Speer’s letter of September 3, 1969 
addressed to Mike Walker pertaining 
to the directives adopted at the Kan- 
sas City meeting. Motion to discuss 
the two issues separately was made 
by John Dewey, seconded by William 
Fisher, and passed. 

General discussion followed re- 
garding the giving up of Precision 
Shooting magazine to the Rifle maga- 
zine. After lengthy discussion, in- 
cluding the stockholders’ rights and 
NBRSA’s rights and advantages and 
disadvantages, motion to table dis- 
cussion on this matter was made by 
William Fisher, seconded by William 
Cotter, and accepted. 


The directive to negotiate for the 
John Zink Range to become the 
property of NBRSA as a permanent 
national range was then discussed. 
The Chairman explained that the di- 
rective was to negotiate with John 
Zink to obtain a repeat offer of his 
previous offer to turn his range over 
to NBRSA as a National Match range. 
At that time, he insisted that all 
National Matches would have to be 
held at his range or he would not 
consummate the agreement. How- 
ever, the Directors’ vote was only to 
negotiate with Zink for his range, 
and it has been stated by Mr. Speer 
and by others that there was no in- 
tention on the part of NBRSA to hold 
all Nationals at the Zink range. Dave 
Hall stated that his feeling was that 
most of the trouble we have had has 
resulted from a lack of communi- 
cation between the membership and 
the Directors. Following this, Ray- 
mond Speer was asked to speak. 


After his greeting to the group in 
attendance, Mr. Speer first pointed 
out that NBRSA is run by Directors 
who represent the membership. He 
continued that consideration of the 
Zink range proposal should be done 
now in view of Mr. Zink’s advancing 
age. In explanation of changing the 
official publication, Mr. Speer said 
that Dave Wolfe asked him about the 
possibility of a change-over, The Di- 
rectors wanted to listen, so Wolfe 
made his proposal. A vote the first 
night was refused; but on the basis 
that this would be a _ progressive 
change for NBRSA, the directive was 
voted in the following night. Reper- 
cussions were very pronounced; 
hence, a ballot for reconsideration 
was submitted, but it was carried 
again. Mr. Speer noted that the con- 
tract has been signed, but that it was 
not true that P.S. assets should be 
turned over to the Rifle magazine. 
Instead, the motion was that the Rifle 
be adopted as the official publication, 
and that has been done. Mr. Speer 
added that there are ways of chang- 
ing things to make a better organi- 
zation as a unit, and that P.S. may 

(Next page please) 


go on its own as it’s a separate corpo- 
ration. He also stated that the Zink 
negotiation would be for the John 
Zink foundation to develop and main- 
tain a national range on a perpetu- 
al basis, indefinitely; and that the 
Directors did not vote to have all 
National Matches at the Zink range, 
but that it might be a requirement 
by the Zink people. At this point, 
William Purcell asked if there was a 
provision covering the terminal date 
of the contract with the Rifle. Mr. 
Speer could not give an answer with- 
out checking the contract. Otto Bean 
then asked whether the Directors 
voted to please themselves. or the 
membership. Mr. Speer answered 
that the Directors discussed these 
matters with some of the competi- 
tors. William Fisher asked Mr. Speer 
what his feelings would be concern- 
ing holding Nationals every year at 
the Zink range. He answered that 
Heavy Bench and Varmint Classes 
could alternate every other year. 
George Kelbly stated first, that P.S. 
has been the biggest problem (fi- 
nancially, etc.) to the President of 
NBRSA; and secondly, that the Zink 
range would be maintained by a per- 
petual foundation, and that there 
were rotation and other possibilities 
regarding National Matches. 
Hart then asked when the deal with 
the Rifle was consummated. Mr. 
Speer said October 28. Mr. Hart 
asked him to check the contract, and 
Mr. Speer then said October 8 (con- 
firmed from the contract). Dave 


Hall asked that the purpose of the 
annual Winter Meeting of the Eestern 


Clyde. 


Region be stated. Mr. Speer answered 
the planning of the tournament dates 
and any other business. Mr. Hall 
further inquired if it was not to 
enable the Directors to present the 
membership’s ideas at the national 
meeting. Mr. Speer agreed that it 
was. Mr. Hall noted that Ralph Stolle 
attended the 1969 Eastern Region 
meeting and that the Directors on 
the whole passed on what the mem- 
bership felt at that meeting. Mr. 
Speer again agreed. Mr. Hall further 
stated that the John Zink Range ne- 
gotiation was at least understandable, 
but that the P.S. change-over was 
definitely wrong as the membership 
should have had something to say 
about the magazine. Robert White 
said that since Dave Wolfe instigated 
the change-over (and not a member) 
for his own personal gain, P.S. should 
have been given an opportunity to 
state its case. Mr. Speer suggested 
that the make-up of the organization 
could be re-organized. William Fish- 
er asked if these topics were men- 
tioned at the 1969 Varmint Nationals. 
Mr. Speer answered that Mike Walker 
and Dr. Garcelon were approached. 
Crawford Hollidge asked if the origi- 
nel contract was signed as submitted, 
with no changes. Mr. Speer answered 
yes. Stephen Borsh asked who Mr. 
Zink is, and why the NRA refused 
the national range offer (at which 
point Dr. Garcelon interjected that 
he was not sure it was ever proposed 
to the NRA, but that NBRSA has re- 
ceived the offer several times be- 


Mr. Speer answered that Mr. 
Zink is a moneyed man who owns 
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JOHN UNERTL OPTICAL CO. 


3551-55 East St. 


Pittsburgh, Pa .15241 


a considerable amount of land, etc., 
outside of Tulsa, and that he might 
(or might not) furnish money to up- 
date the range, ete. Emory Tooly 
stated at this point that it was his 
feeling (and that of the group in at- 
tendance, he thought) that a change 
was desired now, and not over a 
period of time. Gerald Arnold asked 
for the results of the voting from the 
ballots which appeared in P.S. Mr. 
Walker stated that out of 140 returns, 
there were two negative votes on 
separating from NBRSA. Clinton 
Pratt suggested changing the organi- 
zation if necessary, as opposed to 
breaking up the organization. Mr. 
Walker advised him that the Eastern 
Region would not be dissolved, but 
that there was the possibility of 
forming a new organization which 
would support P.S. and would not 
support the Zink range. Mr. Walker 
further stated that whatever the 
eastern shooters want will be done. 
Myles Hollister stated that the prob- 
lems could be solved if Directors 
were elected on the basis of member- 
ship. Clarence Detsch said that a 
poll of the shooters at the Nationals 
at Fassett regarding these topics 
should have been conducted. The 
point was raised that a “one man, 
one vote” set-up might be better than 
a geographic arrangement, and that 
different representation is in order. 
George Kelbly suggested that the by- 
laws be read. William Fisher further 
suggested that the portion on voting 
be read. Mr. Speer read this particu- 
lar part. Dr. Garcelon stated that 
NBRSA is not in a position to cancel 
the Wolfe contract, but that Mr. 
Wolfe is. Carl Lynn said that it’s 
established that the East wants some- 
thing different from the West. Mr. 
Walker suggested that the Eastern 
Region meeting be recessed and a 
meeting of the eastern shooters be 
called for further discussion on the 
matter. Mr. Mohnkern so moved; 
OPPOSED BY GEORGE KELBLY. 
Mr. Walker explained that there 
could be a vote to recess the Eastern 
Region meeting until 4:00 p.m. Jim 
Stekl seconded the motion, and the 
vote was passed with GEORGE KEL- 
BLY OPPOSED. Ralph Pickens 
moved for a division of the house 
by ballot on the question of recess- 
ing; no second, so the motion died 
on the floor. A non-member count 
was taken at this time and tallied at 
15. Mr. Walker stated that the East- 
ern Region membership of NBRSA 


is approximately 500; and further 
that these eastern shooters (who are 
members of NBRSA) now want to 
consider other business that cannot 
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be conducted at the regular meeting. 
(recess). The meeting reconvened at 
approximately 4:00 p.m. Under un- 
finished business, Chairman Walker 
mentioned a letter from Marie Brown 
from Reeds Run requesting the 
Heavy Gun Nationals for 1970. He 
then asked for other bids. Mr. Pur- 
cell moved that they be awarded to 
Reeds Run; seconded by Ted Bough- 
ton; carried unanimously. Discussion 
on dates for this shoot followed. 
George Kelbly suggested September 
1-4 (as a motion); Dr. Garcelon 
seconded; no further discussion; car- 
ried unanimously. 

The detailed Treasurer’s report 
was then given by Clyde Hart, in- 
cluding the following information: 
$611.75 less $418.68 (total disburse- 
ments) leaving a balance on Decem- 
ber 31, 1969, of $193.07. There is an 
additional outstanding account to 
P.S. (for printing, etc.) in the amount 
of $373.75. The savings account bal- 
ance on December 31, 1969, was $1,- 
890.40, including interest from Sep- 
tember 11 in the amount of $18.71. 

The committee to audit the Treas- 
urer’s report, with John Dewey sub- 
stituting for Mr. Mohnkern, now re- 
tired to do so. 

Motion that the Eastern Region 
continue to furnish bowls, etc., for 
Heavy Gun Nationals was made by 
Mr. Kelbly, seconded by Mr. Hollidge; 
but Dr. Garcelon moved to table this 
action, seconded and carried (with 
the OPPOSITION OF GEORGE KEL- 
BLY). 

Ted Boughton, Hap Zeiser, and 
Dave Hall as Chairman were ap- 
pointed by Ralph Pickens as Match 
Committee to award the shoots to the 
various clubs, after which general 
discussion on the match schedule 
followed. 

Mr. Kelbly inquired if Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Hart (Clyde) were to fulfill 
their terms in the Eastern Region of 
NBRSA. Mr. Walker answered yes, 
if not impeached. General discussion 
followed regarding procedure for 
for election of officers and directors 
and interpretation of the by-laws. 

Dr. Garcelon moved that the Treas- 
urer be directed to spend $1,700 to 
promote benchrest shooting in the 
eastern part of the United States by 
turning it over to the new organi- 
zation, seconded by John Galvin; Mr. 
Kelbly moved to table the motion; 
Dr. Garcelon seconded. The vote was 
turned down, with GEORGE KEL- 
BLY and three others OPPOSED. 
The vote to transfer carried with the 
same four voters opposed. 

General discussion followed, with 
Bob Hart giving a general expla- 
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nation of where the original money 
came from and mentioning other 
possibilities for the use of the money 
(such as national matches between 
the two factions) which would still 
promote bench rest shooting. 

Motion that the Nominating Com- 
mittee (Directors and Deputy Di- 
rectors) should function was made 
by Dr. Garcelon, seconded by Mr. 
Purcell, and carried. 

Under further general discussion, 
Mr. Speer asked if a reapportionment 
of areas was necessary. Dr. Garcelon 
directed comments to Mr. Speer re- 
garding certain conflicts of interest. 

It was suggested that a committee 
be formed to reapportion the East, 
with sub-division to be left up to the 
committee. Dr. Garcelon, Mr. Fisher, 
and Ed Knobloch as Chairman were 
appointed, and requested to make 
recommendations to NBRSA for re- 
apportionment of the Eastern Region 
to improve its voting stature with the 
Board of Directors. 

Mr. Walker stated that he will re- 
quest the previous Directors, etc., to 
act as a nominating committee and 
will contact Mr. Speer on the ques- 
tion of financing the mail ballot when 
slate is ready. 

With the word that the meeting 
will reconvene the following morn- 


ing, motion to adjourn was made by 
Mr. White, seconded by Dr. Garcelon, 
and carried. 

The meeting reconvened at 9:40 
A.M. Mr. Walker read the list of 
proposed dates for matches. 

Mr. Kelbly inquired as to how the 
secretaries for this meeting were to 
be compensated. Mr. Walker 
answered that, concurrent to their 
wishes, they were not to be paid; 
but that any expenses of the Eastern 
Region would be taken care of. 

Since there was no further busi- 
ness. Chairman Walker adjourned 
the meeting. 


EASTERN REGION 


NBRSA MATCH SCHEDULES 
(Tentative) 


April 18-19, Reeds Run—B.R. - H.V. 

May 16-17, Reeds Run—B.R. - H.V. 

May 30-31, Chippewa—B.R. - H.V. 
300M Course 

July 4,5, Reeds Run—H.V. - L.V. - S 
Eastern Region Championship 

Aug. 4-5-6-7, Reeds Run— 
B.R. Nationals 

Sept. 5-6, Reeds Run—B.R. Eastern 
Region Championship 

Aug. 25-28, Midland, Texas— 
NBRSA Varmint Nationals 


CHEMICALLY STABILIZED TARGET AND SPORTER STOCKS 


Will Not Shrink, Swell, or Warp at Any Extreme of Humidity 


A product of modern research and technology — made to government 
specifications by a government-perfected process first developed for and 
tested by Military marksmen. The superiority of these fine stocks has 
been conclusively demonstrated by champions at Camp Perry and other 
top-flight competition. Priced only slightly higher than ordinary lami- 


nated stocks of comparable style, size, and grade of wood. 


Choice of nine styles of target and sporter stocks, all stabilized, made 
from a wide variety of fine domestic and exotic hardwoods. Also un- 
shaped, stabilized laminated blanks of any size desired. If none of our 
stocks exactly meets your requirements, we will exactly duplicate, from 
a stabilized laminated blank of your choice, your old stock or any pattern 
you send us. We make no additional charge for this custom service, 
which is especially tailored to the needs of target shooters. 


Send 50¢ for illustrated catalog 


THE CRANE CREEK GUN STOCK COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. Box 268, Waseca, Minn. 


The Rifleman’s Corner 


By GARY L. ANDERSON 


The Anatomy of 
Firing a Shot 


PART I 


This month, Part I of a two part article 
on firing the shot appears. In this arti- 
cle, I have taken the liberty of becoming 
very technical and complicated with a 
topic that, in the West, has never been 
_ treated this way before. It will soon be 
obvious to you that no one has previ- 
ously attempted such an analysis just 
from seeing the vocabulary I have had 
to invent in order to articulate the pro- 
cess of firing the shot. I am taking the 
liberty of attempting such an analysis 
because of my personal conviction that 
the sport of shooting is still in the dark 
ages as far as the scientific analysis 
and understanding of the physiological 
processes of shooting are concerned. 
My own analysis is exploratory and 
tentative. I invite all of you to read it 
critically and to write and let me know 
your own thoughts. Perhaps the result 
will be a synthesis which will help us 
understand the process of firing a shot 
well enough to permit us to choose and 
perfect certain techniques and to evolve 
better training exercises to support them. 


* 


Now it is necessary to fit our dis- 
cussion of trigger control methods 
(PS Dec. 69) into its much larger 
context that includes all of the com- 
plex processes that go into the firing 
of one shot. Firing a shot is the 
combining of information from all of 
the processes and factors that can 
affect the quality of a shot into de- 
cisions which direct the continuation 
of these same processes. How well 
a shooter does this is a function of 
the quality and focus of his mental 
awareness. 

To illustrate this discussion a dia- 
gram is printed here. In it, each of 
the component processes of firing a 
shot are indicated by lines show- 
ing their order, duration and inter- 
relationship. The durations indicated 
in the diagram have no special sig- 
nificance since they will vary greatly 
depending on position and individual 
shooter technique. 

The stages of physical action which 
the shooter makes with the rifle can 
be shown as a time line which can be 
used as a reference point for under- 
standing the interrelationship and se- 
quence of the processes involved in 
firing a shot. This can be referred to 
as the rifle action sequence (illust. 1) 
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and includes a) picking up the rifle, 
b) preparing the ready position, c) 
the hold and shot release, and d) tak- 
ing the rifle down. The hold may be 
said to start when the shooter begins 
to hold his breath with the front 
sight centered on the bull. The hold 
ends when the shot is released from 
the barrel. 

There are a number of dynamic 
processes (illust. 2) which take place 
during the firing of a shot which 
either inform or are directed by the 
shooter’s concentration or decision 
making process. The dynamic pro- 
cesses may be conscious, semi- 
conscious or sub-conscious and they 
generally become less conscious as 
training progresses. They include 
aiming, breathing, muscle control and 
trigger control. Aiming is the most 
important source of information for 
the brain to use as it directs the 
centering of the rifle on target, and 
the control and evaluation of the 
hold which leads to a trigger action 
decision. The aiming process can 
also receive instructions from the 
brain when eye fatigue or an unclear 
sight picture necessitates blinking to 
clear the sight picture or when it 
initiates a hold rejection. 

A hold rejection can occur any 
time the brain receives information 
from any of these processes which 
indicates that the hold should not be 
continued through to the trigger re- 
lease. The shooter must then either 
set the rifle down and start over or 
breathe, readjust his position and 
take a new hold without setting the 
rifle down. During this sequence 
the brain should not be consciously 
aware of the aiming process, but 
only of the information aiming pro- 
vides about the hold. 

A few shooters have developed a 
technique where they regulate the 
precise orientation of the front sight 
by controlling exhalation, but for all 
other shooters, breathing is a process 
so reinforced by training that it 
never becomes an object of aware- 
ness unless the body tells the brain 
that the breath has been held too 
long. The result of this should also 
be a hold rejection. Breathing and 
aiming have physiological limitations 
which place a maximum recommend- 
ed duration of 10-12 seconds on the 
hold itself. 

Muscle control involves all the 
actions of the muscles in picking up 
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and setting down the rifle and in 
controlling all the movements of the 
body and rifle during the hold. Ex- 
cept during the hold, the muscles 
make dynamic movements to place 
the rifle in position or to take it 
down. During the hold, these move- 
ments are passive and the shooter’s 
objective is to cause the muscles to 
move as little as possible. Muscle 
control during the hold is the object 
of intense mental concentration as 
the shooter consciously fights to still 
the movements of his rifle. In this 
respect, the muscles are receiving 
commands from the brain, but they 
are, at the same time, also supplying 
information to the brain which it 
uses to evaluate the hold. Even the 
rhythmic pulsations of the heart are 
part of this information. The well- 
trained shooter actually learns to 
sense from the “feel” of his muscles 
what his hold will do and whether 
he can continue pressing the trigger. 

The fourth dynamic process, trig- 
ger control, begins with the initial 
pressure on the trigger made just 
after the hold starts. Most of the 
trigger action is in a true supportive 
role and occurs without conscious 
direction from the center of concen- 
tration the same as the other dynamic 
processes. In the continuous squeeze 
the shooter’s primary concentration 
is never switched to trigger control, 
while in the interrupted squeeze and 
timed release, concentration is 
switched to the trigger only while 
the trigger is actually being pressed. 

The dynamic processes — aiming, 
breathing, muscle control and trigger 
control — can occur automatically; 
they can give information to the 
brain; or they can take their di- 
rections from the brain. Except when 
they cause the hold to be stopped or 
during the actual releasing of the 
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trigger, these processes should not be 
objects of a shooter’s primary aware- 
ness. If there is one single most im- 
portant ingredient in shooting suc- 
cess, it is that the shooter must in- 
tensely concentrate his whole aware- 
ness on the decision making which 
affects the processes and not on the 
processes themselves either as 
sources of information or as objects 
of directions. 

A key to understanding this empha- 
sis on concentration is that concen- 
tration is decision. Concentration is 
the process of receiving information, 
making decisions, and sending out 
directions. The shifting focus of the 
shooter’s concentration or awareness 
during the firing of the shot is the 
concentration sequence (illust. 3). It 
goes through a series of steps which 
trace the rifle action sequence. In 
order, the shooter concentrates on 
picking up the rifle, assuming the po- 
sition, checking the position, center- 
ing the rifle on the target, controlling 
and evaluating the hold, releasing the 
trigger, and calling and analyzing the 
shot. 
trigger control methods or to evalu- 
ate external factors like wind should 
the focus of concentration be tempo- 
rarily switched from this sequence. 


Only in the case of certain 
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SOUTH CREEK ROD & GUN CLUB 
Fassett, Pa. 


1970 WINTER BENCHREST TOURNAMENT 


Any rifle, any sight — 13% Ib. 
weight limit. Entry fee $3.00. 

Date schedule, 1970: 1) Jan. 4th, 
2) Jan. 25th, 3) Feb. 8th, 4) Feb. 22nd, 
5) Mar. 8th, 6) Mar. 22nd, 7) Apr. 
5th, 8) Apr. 19th. 

Course of fire each Sunday: 1 
Warm-up match - 5 shots 100 yards; 
5 Record Matches - 5 shots 100 yards. 
There will be a time limit of 10 
minutes each match. 

STARTING TIME — 9 a.m. 

Due to the larger number of com- 
petitors, the starting time has been 
changed to 9 a.m., and competitors 
will be squaded as they register and 
the first relay will begin shooting at 
9 am. If late arrivals occur due to 
weather conditions, they will be al- 
lowed to fire the full course by 
doubling targets on their relay or 
other means. We expect that a com- 
petitor extended this privilege will 
cooperate by not holding up the re- 
lay. 

Cash awards will be paid each 
Sunday to individual match winners 
and to daily aggregate winner. 

Payout schedule each match—50% 
of entry fee divided equally over five 


fired matches and daily aggregate as 
follows: 5 competitors - 1st place 
only; 6-15 competitors - 1st and 2nd 
places - 60% and 40% respectively; 
16 or more competitors - 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th places - 40%, 30%, 20% and 
10% respectively. 


Balance of entry fee to cover ex- 
penses, including annual dinner to 
follow the last match fired. Place to 
be announced. 


TROPHY AWARD to winner of 
GRAND AGGREGATE, to be com- 
puted on the best five (5) daily ag- 
gregates of the eight matches fired. 
Less than five daily aggregates ineli- 
gible for trophy award. 

TROPHY AWARD for the SMALL- 
EST AGGREGATE, of the eight 
matches, regardless of number of 
total matches fired. 


TROPHY AWARD for the SMALL- 
EST GROUP fired during the eight 
matches, regardless of total matches 
fired. 


For further information write to: 
South Creek Rod & Gun Club, RD 2, 
Gillett, Pa. 16925. 


Political Action 
FOR SPORTSMEN 


Clean up the subject of its legal- 
isms. Cut out the mumbo-jumbo de- 
signed to impress or else to deceive 
us ordinary law-abiding, God-fearing 
taxpayers in this country, and the 
most serious single evil of the Gun 
Control Act of 1968 becomes clear. 

We have committed no offense and 
we have no intent to do so, yet that 
Act clearly imposes upon us addition- 
al costs; it requires of us time, red 
tape, identification, signatures and 
inconveniences. It penalizes those of 
us found in the broad category of 
good citizens who, in this country, 
are supposed to be held innocent 
(and not penalized for something or 
other until proved guilty. 

Like other gun law proposals of 
the Dodd/Kennedy/Tydings clan, 
GCA ’68 reflects their disposition — 
fatal to our liberties — that. govern- 
ment has a right to impose re- 
restrictions on good citizens in view 
of the fear or possibility that they 
might become dangerous to society, 
even though they have never been 
dangerous and never given the slight- 
est evidence that they might become 
so. 

And another wrong of GCA ’68 is 
that it establishes in law firearms 
owners as a class of citizens and it 
discriminates against them as a con- 
sequence of the failure to define the 
difference between a potential crimi- 
nal and a law-abiding firearms own- 
er. Such legislation has a built-in 
finding that a firearms owner is a 


By HARLON CARTER 
12331 Oakwood Street 
Garden Grove, Calif. 92640 


potential danger to society, or else 
why have any such legislation at all? 

If legislation so conceived is to 
mark the course of government, other 
related questions arise based on the 
government’s mistrust of its people: 
surely an unfettered press, especially 
in times of national emergency and 
danger, might cause grave mischief 
—indeed, might cause riot and re- 
bellion in the streets. Must we have 
laws to impose restraints on our 
writers, reporters, editors and tele- 
vision commentators? Inasmuch as 
it has been established in many so- 
cieties that religious differences have 
caused murders and wars, shall we 
consider legislation designed to guide 
and control the nature of religion in 
our country — all for a good purpose, 
it is granted? 

Wouldn’t it be a good purpose that 
a paternalistic government, seeking 


only the safety and security of its, 


citizens, of course, might move to 
allay just the more controversial and 
sharper differences? 

Our answer to those who are will- 
ing to pay such a price for greater 
peace in the community and greater 
personal security must be a resound- 
ing and uncompromising negative. 

And shall a man who has commit- 
ted no offense, and who intends none, 
be restricted in the free pursuit of his 
lawful activities? On what grounds? 

Indeed, the question arises as to the 
extent to which such a restriction, if 
imposed, would impair or else de- 
grade the whole fabric of guarantees 
of personal freedom written into our 
Constitution. If any one of those 
guarantees should be lost, to what 
extent shall there be jeopardy or im- 
pairment or question as to them all? 


Harlon Carter 


For how long can it be explained to 
the people that “this guarantee had to 
be sacrificed for public safety on the 
streets” when it shall be easily dis- 
cerned by them that additional “pub- 
lic safety” can be obtained by sacri- 
ficing yet another? And when shall 
it cease? The yielding of which one 
of them will mark the end of the vio- 
bility of the rest of them? 

Thus we see that we must uncom- 
promisingly hold that none of our 
rights, however defined — consti- 
tutional or traditional or natural or 
God-given — can be yielded in the 
vain hope for greater public safety 
and security. 

Our kind of government cannot 
survive — and the precepts of history 
dictate that only the grossest totali- 
tarianism will supplant it— if we, 
the law-abiding citizens of our 
country, must yield anything at all 
by compulsion of government, when 
the quest is for “public safety”. 

We cannot remain free if we at- 
tempt to purchase at such a price the 
condition of public safety which only 
self-respect, love of country and the 
religion of our fathers can give us. 

The splendid statement of the 
President of the National Rifle As- 
sociation, Woodson D. Scott, in testi- 
fying before the Dodd Committee in 
July, 1968, is pertinent: 

“T am of the opinion that the sub- 
ject of gun control has provided an 
emotional and greatly over-empha- 
sized means of diverting public at- 
tention from gross failures in other 
areas of law enforcement. ... People, 
not firearms, commit crimes. ... The 
Gun Control Act of 1968, with the 
regulations issued thereunder, is, in 
my opinion, one of the biggest mis- 
takes ever made in a free country, a 
mistake which should be corrected 
as soon as possible by the simple ex- 
pedient of repeal. ... We have no 
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gun problem in this country. We 
have a crime problem or rather a 
problem of law enforcement. The 
way to solve that problem is to arrest 
and convict the criminals and send 
them to prison. We cannot solve the 
crime problem so long as we are 
tolerant of second, third and fourth 
offenders. Stiff mandatory prison 
sentences with confinement at hard 
labor would soon cure the crime 
problem.” 


Now we are faced with a problem. 
What can a good citizen do in order 
to avoid dangers to firearms owner- 
ship by law-respecting citizens when 
it is well established that the issue 
is crime control, not gun control — 
when it is well known that with 80% 
of the murders in this country com- 
mitted in maniacal fury among one’s 
family and friends; the choice of a 
weapon is but an accident of availa- 
bility — that the availability of a fire- 
arm has nothing to do with it? 


In the first place, every good citi- 
zen in the United States who is a gun 
owner should be a member of the 
National Rifle Association. Let me 
hasten to say we know the NRA does 
not do and cannot do everything that 
all its members would like. It is a 
large organization and it moves with 
a solemnity and dignity befitting its 
100 years of age. There is energy, 
however, in those creaky old bones 
and there is character and wisdom 
under that gray-thatched dome. 


In the second place, every NRA 
member should play a part in his 
community political activity. We 
must organize, and make effective, 
political action groups to do in our 
communities and States what no big 
outside outfit with headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. can do. 


Relating to such political action 
groups there follows a quotation from 
Franklin L. Orth, Executive Vice 
President of the National Rifle As- 
sociation, in The American Rifleman 
for August, 1969: 


“The National Rifle Association is 
not a ‘gun lobby’ but a nationwide 
organization of sportsmen. Its Head- 
quarters Staff in Washington, D.C., 
includes one person registered under 
the Federal Lobbying Act, engaged 
part-time in legislative problems; an 
officer who gives part of his time to 
legislative matters, and 2 full-time 
legislative analysts of the NRA Legis- 
lative Service, which is essentially 
an information service for the bene- 
fit of NRA Members. These 4 men, 
2 part-time and 2 full-time, are the 
only paid personnel acting for the 

_ NRA in legislative matters. Whatever 
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else is done is done by volunteer and 
often spontaneous efforts of the NRA 
Membership. 


“The principal element in averting 
the passage of Federal registration 
and licensing laws, and in turn such 
things as prohibition of all private 
gun ownership, which the Americans 
for Democratic Action recently de- 
manded, has been the firm and em- 
phatic expression of opposition by 
informed NRA Members and other 
gun owners to useless, harrassing 
measures which, under guise of con- 
trolling crime, would simply disarm 
honest American citizens. The NRA 


is not alone among organizations in 
its opposition to such laws. 


“Which brings us to the political 
action organizations that are now 
growing and expanding in many 
parts of the country. An NRA Life 
Member in one of these recently re- 
marked: 


‘You know, a lot of our mem- 
bers feel that we are fighting the 
NRA’s fight and that the NRA 
ought to finance us.’ 


“Such statements merit attention 
and analysis. 
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« ..A lot of our members feel 
that we are fighting the NRA’s 
fight... 

“Ts it just the NRA’s fight? Isn’t 
it the fight of all gun owners? Is it 
solely the duty of a million consci- 
entious citizens who hold member- 
ship in the National Rifle Associ- 
ation? Or is it equally the obligation 
of 25 to 50 million others who own 
guns legitimately? 

“And then the other part of the 
remark: : 

“,.. The NRA ought to finance 
us.’ : 


“The first question here, and per- 
haps the only one, is ‘with what?’ 
“Dues Allocated 


“NRA dues go in large measure di- 
rectly back:into benefits for the dues- 
payers. A sizable slice, for example, 
goes to meet the cost of providing 
this magazine. Then there are NRA 
expenditures from dues, the organi- 
zation’s only major source of net in- 
come, for setting up and running 
3,000 competitions, training and safe- 
ty programs, for special publications, 
and for general correspondence in- 
cluding the answering of 26,000 tech- 
nical firearms inquiries a year gratis 
and the informing of the membership 
on legislation. To get out one special 
or emergency letter on legislation to 
more than a million members costs 
$80,000 — for the one letter. 


“Presumably, again, the NRA could 
raise its dues, levy special member- 
ship assessments to fight unfair legis- 
lation, hold bazaars, conduct raffles 
or do a variety of other things. Any 
such presumption must keep in sight 
the fact that the NRA, a New York 
State corporation, can do only what 
its corporate charter authorizes. To 
venture farther could mean losses in 
some respects as well as gains in 
others.” 

Thus it is seen that the NRA re- 
mains a politically non-partisan 
organization of sportsmen. Educat- 
ed and informed NRA members must 
be ready locally in their political- 
action organizations “to pursue anti- 
gun politicians with a broadaxe on 
election day.” 


Mr. Orth said, further, in the 
article: 

“The political action organizations, 
unconnected (organizationally) (par- 
thetical reference supplied) with the 
NRA, play a role that is often highly 
essential and vital to the protection 
of the right to bear arms. It is in 
recognition of that fact, no doubt, 
that so many NRA Members take an 
active part in them.” 


Thus’ it is, in various States and 
localities, according to the political 
pressures of the time, every sports- 
man in America — even good citizens 
who do not participate in the shoot- 
ing sports — should join and support 
a political action group of sportsmen. 


In the formation of such an organi- 
zation, announcements should be 
made by personal contact, in the 
press or on radio and television of 
an organization meeting. Every book 
of Roberts’ Rules of Order and quite 
a bit of NRA literature tells how to 
organize clubs and groups and how 
to elect officers to get them moving. 


A very brief statement should be 
made as to the objects of the group. 
It may, indeed, be a simple statement 
that the purpose of the organization 
is to protect the right of law-abiding 
citizens to keep and bear arms for 
lawful purposes. You need not make 
it any longer. You need not quibble 
nor explain it. That’s it! 


The organization should include 
among its members a lawyer and if 
none can be found in your communi- 
ty who will attend as a member, you 
should bring one along by some other 
persuasion. The laws and the facts 
of organizational life in America are 
too complex with regard to handling 
money, political contributions, and 
engaging in political activity, with- 
out the advice of a lawyer. Be care- 
ful of some lawyers, however, who 
tend, because of their education and 
experience, to see why things should 
not be done instead of how things 
can be done. 


Thus it is your organization should 
be kept in the hands of intelligent 
and daring men who have qualified 
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themselves in responsible community 
leadership. 

Mark this well: You will have 
controversy and you will have obsta- 
cles. These things are inevitable. 
When they are encountered, how- 
ever, they should be measured care- 
fully and there should be prudent 
planning, true, but sometimes the best 
pathway leads to overrunning them 
rather than being over-impressed by 
them and being diverted from your 
course. By all means remember this: 
There is never a way. to meet your 
enemy except eyeball to eyeball — at 
the ballot box. 

Keep it simple and in quiet but 
uncompromising good taste. People 
understand you better and will 
eventually respect you for it. 

When your organization is estab- 
lished and your constitution is writ- 
ten, your objectives stated, provision 
must be made for increasing member- 
ship and for collection of money on 
which to operate. And you must be 
prepared to take positions; to write 
letters; to buy ads in newspapers; 
to state your case to the public and 
to see to it that the public gets the 
message. This involves the raising 
of money, sometimes for the services 
of experts in this field. Be mindful, 
however, that your attorney, your 
minister, -:a respected professor or 
one of your public officials may also 
be quite competent in this area and 
will meet with you to assist you. 


With your organization established, 
with your principles agreed upon, 
with your means of. operation mov- 
ing, then you should, at the same 
time, have associated yourself with 
all the other organizations of similar 
interests and objectives in your com- 
munity and your State. Among them 
will usually be found conservation- 
ists, fishermen, campers, archers, off- 
road-vehicle people and many others. 
They too will have their organi- 
zations and you may quickly find 
that their objects are largely in har- 
mony with your own. 

You should carry on a most ag- 
gressive membership campaign be- 
cause only by producing members 
can you get your State representa- 
tives or your Congressmen to be your 
speakers at meetings and to take a 
concerned interest in your view- 
points — and when I say take a con- 
cerned interest in your viewpoints, I 
really mean a “worried” interest in 
your viewpoints. 

This is the American way. This 
is democracy at work. And bear in 
mind, no one from the NRA can come 
down from Washington or some dis- 
tant place and do this job for you. 
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Your representatives in your State or 
in the national Congress are inter- 
ested only in your expressions and 
in what you will do. 


Do not worry if some slick-tongued 
eporator on national television con- 
tinually berates you. Do not be con- 
cerned what a clever cartoonist in a 
distant newspaper can do with satiri- 
cal and vindictive cartooning. Think, 
instead, in terms of how many votes 
you can garner for the support of 
your representative or how many 
you can garner to defeat him. That’s 
it. It?s simple. This is what he is 
interested in and if you come from 
somewhere west of the Potomac — 
and thank God most of us do — your 
representative hasn’t a particle of 
interest in what is said in The New 
York Times or The Washington Post. 
He is interested only in you. You 
can depend upon it because his politi- 
cal life depends on it. 


Moreover, you must move in these 
matters with a calm and sincere con- 
viction that you are right and that 
you can win — and you can! 


Some say that there are as many 
as 50 million of us who own firearms 
in America. I do not know. And I 
suspect that it is going to become 
increasingly difficult to find out if 
restrictive legislative proposals con- 
tinue. But let’s say that there are 
20 million of us who are known to 
be active hunters, and let’s say that 
there are a bit more than one million 
of us who are members of the NRA, 
prepared to spearhead the position 
of American sportsmen. With this 
kind of. a start, absolutely nothing 
unhappy can happen to the sports- 
men of this country unless we are so 
stupid we deserve it. Remember this: 
Most elections in America are swung 
with a very small percent of the vote. 
And there are unquestionably 20 or 
30 million of us among 70 million 
who actually vote in America — and 
we have spouses and friends. Be 
sure and get your people out to vote. 
Twice in this decade the President of 
the United States has been elected 
with less than 2% of the popular vote 
over his opponent. 


Indeed we can win and if we can 
win, as we have been recently, with 
such rudimentary political action 
organization, think what we can do 
when we have grown politically 
more conscious of the awesome in- 
volvements and implications in ‘the 
national firearms controversy and in 
consequence have improved our po- 
litical and social techniques. 

Politics is a good thing. Politics is 
a thing which makes a government 
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live and breathe. All good men must 
be in politics in their community be- 
cause if they are not, the bad men 
will do the job for them. 


All right, your organization is go- 
ing. You have members. You are 
collecting money. You are preparing 
to spend it to get information to the 
people. You must do this and you 
must do it under the guidance of your 
attorney. Now get statements from 
the candidates well beforé election 
time — perhaps just after the filing 
dates are closed. Beware of ambigu- 
ous or uncertain meanings. Get the 
candidates to say something brief and 
specific: that they do or do not op- 
pose the GCA ’68; that they do or do 
not oppose registration of firearms 
or identification cards for owners of 
firearms. Get them to say what they 
will do about it. Get them to say 
something simple and specific and 
thereupon decide who you will sup- 
port. And don’t forget your friends. 
Don’t forget those who, in public life, 
have stood by you in the past. Year 
after year you must watch and study 
the vote in your State Assembly and 
in the national Congress. By all 
means stand by the men who have 
stood by you. Write letters in their 
behalf. Get ads in the newspapers. 
Tell the people where they stand on 
firearms legislation. Tell the people 
why they should be supported or else 
defeated, as may be appropriate to 
the conditions in your community. 
Go knock on doors. Get your wives 
and daughters out to work in the 
campaign. Volunteer to work for 
free: typing, licking stamps, sealing 
envelopes — there are jobs for every- 
body. 


And just as hard as you work for 
your friends, be sure you have missed 
no opportunity to trip the foe. If you 
have a good man to support, ask his 
advice, or his campaign manager’s 
advice, as to what are the best steps 
to take in his behalf. And most im- 
portant, what are the best steps to 
take to defeat his enemies. You are 
hardly a professional. You have 
work and enthusiasm to offer. Your 
candidate has know-how. Don’t con- 
cern yourself with whether he is a 
Democrat or a Republican — nor 
whether you are. We are a non- 
partisan people bent upon a great 
non-partisan effort. Do not concern 
yourself with how your candidate 
stands on flood control, aid to edu- 
cation or dozens of other issues in 
American life... My own observation 
has been that if he is a good man on 
firearms control he will be compati- 
ble on these other subjects, and if 
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RCBS* 


PRECISIONEERED 


Power 


loo 


Designed for fast, accurate 
powder charges! 


NEW recess’ 
POWDER SCALE 


Precisioneered to give you a lifetime of service 
and accuracy. Rugged, compact, and Precision- 
eered to give you fast, accurate weighings of 
powder (or bullets) from 1/10th of a grain up 
to 505 grains. Large, easy-to-read graduations 
and numbers are engraved in white on black 
anodized scale beam. Magnetic damper elimi- 
nates excessive swing of beam to give you 
instant readings within 1/10th of a grain 
accuracy. Counterpoises slide easily but stay 
in place after setting. Bearings are precision- 
ground for years of trouble-free service. Base 
designed to prevent tipping. Leveling screw has 
been placed to outside of Scale to permit fast, 
easy leveling. Scale pan has specially designed 
spout to permit smooth, uniform pouring of 


powder. $] g35 


RCBS UNIFLOW IL 
POWDER MEASURE 


With this tool anybody can throw 
consistently accurate and uniform 
powder charges! RCBS Precision- 
eered measuring cylinder uniform- 
ly pours powder into case; this 
eliminates the hazards of over- 
loads caused by clogging when 
charges are dumped. Changes 
from one charge to another quick- 

" ly and easily with numbered 
measuring screw — which also serves as reference 
for future charges. Mounts easily on press or bench. 
Fits .22 to .45 caliber. cases. Optional .17 caliber 
drop tube available. Powder level visible at all 
times. Complete with stand plate. Choice of large 
or small measuring cylinders. Small cylinder rec- 
ommended for pistol! and bench rest charges. 


Choice of large or small cylinder........- $ 50 
With both measuring cylinders ....$27.90 22 
Optional .17 caliber drop tube .......... $3 


RCBS POWDER MEASURE STAND 


Raises Powder Measure to proper 
working height. Plenty of space for 
positioning Powder Scale or cases 

in loading block underneath Powder 
Measure drop tube. Fits all Powder 
Measures with 

Ye"-14 thread. .........0.--4 


Buy From Your Gun Dealer And Be Sure! 


INCORPORATED 


RBS, Precisioneered, and The Rock Chuck symbol are registered trade marks of RCBS, Inc, 


11 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
RCBS, INC. DEPT, H-1 
P.O. BOX 1919, OROVILLE 
CALIFORNIA 95965 


you will study the candidates and 
their background, I think you will 
find this true. 


The gun control issue involves a 
symbol of free men. Never in the 
history of any nation has there been 
an exception. The availability of 
firearms has nothing to do with the 
prevalence of crime. One great ques- 
tion remains unanswered and some- 
times seems to be avoided: How 
much crime has the presence — or 
the suspected presence — of a fire- 
arm prevented? You are on the right 
side. 1970 is election year. 
ber now, it is eyeball to eyeball at 
the ballot box. You be there and 
bring all your friends and relatives 


Remem- 


with you. Organize for that! 


GRIPS BULLETS ALL-AROUND! 
Pulls Smoothly Without Stripping 


FORSTER «> BULLET 


PULLER 


ll 


Far more practical than Inertia-type pull- 


ers, Uses firm ull” through positive 
leverage of standard loading press. Hard- 
ened steel collet grips and tightens as it 
extracts, without damage. Engineered of 
blued steel; no plastic parts. Fits wide 
range of calibers. See your dealer or order 


direct. 

BULLET PULLER, one collet .... $4.75 
EXITS COMGE s oi iecers sleig areas uapre Oa $1.50 
Write Dept. 33 for Catalog. 
ACCESSORIES 

FORSTER CASE TRIMMER, 

1 COLLET & 1 PILOT ...... $14.25 
OUTSIDE es TURNER, WITH 

ONE PILOT ics cess cerwens $10.75 
INSIDE ace REAMER ........ $5.50 
PRIMER POCKET CLEANER, 

WEEE. OEINTER, (occetciss wrenersvein's 6 $2.00 


INSIDE-OUTSIDE CASE 
CHAMFERING TOOL ......... $2.75 


Astagacnl say age ashtistenane Sa) te Ne $2.00 


UNIVERSAL HOLLOW POINTER 
FITS ANY CALIBER. IN EITHER 
3/16" or 4% drill size 4 505. $4.75 


30/06 BULLET NOSE TRIMMER FOR 
REMOVING THE POINT SQUARELY 
AND UNIFORMLY FROM MILI- 
TARY CARTRIDGES PRIOR TO 
HOLLOW POINTING........... $4.75 


PRIMER POCKET CHAMFERING 
TOOL FITS ANY SIZE PRIMER 
POCKET, WITH CENTER ...... $5.00 


Send for 
FREE 
FORSTER | ©) APPELT 


CATALOG 


68 PRECISION PRODUCTS 
FOR GUNSMITH & SHOOTER 


FORSTER (©)) APPELT, Lanark,ti. 


FORSTER-APPELT 


A Review of 


THREE NEW GUNSMITH BOOKS 


I have just purchased three books 
from the NRA “book service”; inci- 
dentally, a good place to get gun 
books of various types. The NRA car- 
ries almost all of the current works 
and are prompt with deliveries. 

Aside from that, I bought two that 
most benchresters would find worth- 
while to own, and one clunker. 

The one book that didn’t impress 
me was “Introduction to Modern 
Gunsmithing” by McFarland. This 
work appears to be one of those 
books just written to put a lot of 
mish-mash together between covers 
and sells under a title that has none 
or little material of the type one 
would expect to find in it. This 
book, in my opinion, would be of 
little or no interest to the average 
run benchresters. 


Few bench shooters restore old 
guns but if they do I expect many 
would have copies of “Lock Stock 
and Barrel” by one R. H. McCrory. 
This paperback is aimed primarily at 
those who collect and restore or re- 
pair old guns of the flintlock and 
percussion eras. It is filled with 
many old methods of gun repair that 
can be applied to modern arms. 
There are many common sense ideas 
that one can apply to the amateur 
gunsmithing that most beginner 
benchresters have to do for them- 
selves. I found it interesting and I 
am glad to include it in my library. 

The book that every bibliologist 
and every amateur or professional 
should have in his library is “Gun- 
smith Kinks” by Bob Brownell of 
Brownell Incorporated of Montezu- 
ma, Iowa. It is the best thing on 
gunsmithing I have read since Roy 
Dunlap’s wonderful work, “Gun- 
smithing.” 

It is a mass of data collected by 
Brownell in a thirty year period from 
gunsmiths and gun hobbyists with 
whom the company has done busi- 
ness. 

You will recognize many of the 
names attached to the sections as 
those of leading men in the field for 
many years. Also, many names you 
won’t recognize but the owners of 
which had a new twist on doing one 
or more of the many things a gun- 
smith must do. 

I’m sure the “professional” will 
know many of the carefully ex- 
plained tricks in the book, but I am 
also sure that there are tricks that 
even the most expert wouldn’t know. 


The amateur will find many of the 
complicated problems of gunsmith- 
ing simplified to the point where 
he can include the solutions to his 
knowledge tank. 

There are lots of gadgets to de- 
scribe that will make for interesting 
cold winter night projects. 

Those who are fortunate enough to 
have become acquainted with NRA’s 
Fred Moulton will appreciate the va- 
riety of his favorite funny stories 
that appear here and there in the 
book. Most relate to gunsmiths and 
make for a nice light touch to the 
publication. 

As someone has said, “A gunsmiths 
study without books is like a room 
without a window.” This is one 
book that is a “must” for anyone, 
professional or amateur, interested 
in tinkering with guns and will open 
many windows. 


This book is a cornucopia of ideas 
for all those interested in gun work. 
It will serve as an enchiridion for 
the possessor. 


As a scholiast, I found many sec- 
tions that I believe will be invaluable 
particularly to the benchrester who 
does much of his own work. 


There is one quite extensive ex- 
planation of metal polishing from 
which anyone can learn much. 

Fred Huntington has written a sec- 
tion on chambering. There are about 
thirty pages of blueprints of guns 
with dimensions carefully scheduled. 
One of the most interesting areas 
covered is titled, “Chisel Sharpening 
and Care” by Zane “Buck” Denman. 
Procedures are explained carefully 
and minutely with accompanying 
diagrams. This alone is worth the 
price of the book. 

I would recommend this to wives 
of benchresters as an excellent birth- 
day or anniversary present for their 
hubbies. It would result in an extra 
thank you kiss at least. 


A. H. Garcelon D.D.S. 


SURPRISE 


Looking over my coin collection a 
sudden thought struck me, so I pro- 
ceeded to weigh out three and a half 
pounds of silver dollars. It came to 
exactly fifty silver dollars. Now the 
average sporter stock weighs about 
three and a half pounds. Good stock 
blanks cost from fifty to three hundred 
dollars. So, your good stocks are 


worth more than their weight in silver, 
A. H. GARCELON D.D.S. 
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Smallbore Notes 


By HERB HOLLISTER 
Smallbore Technical Editor 


The writer of the following letter needs 
no introductory remarks from me. Major 
Lones W. Wigger, Jr., is known all over 
the world as a great shooter and fierce 
competitor. He won Gold and Silver 
medals at the Tokyo Olympics, has 
racked up a long list of World and 
National records in both Smallbore and 
300 meter competition, and is the only 
shooter with two 3200s over the full 
Critchfield course to his credit. He domi- 
nated the 1969 U. S. International 
Championships at Phoenix last October 
in very rough conditions, winning the 
English match, three position Smallbore, 
Free Rifle and Army Rifle Champion- 
ships. I feel privileged to publish Wig’s 
thoughts on the important subject of 
wind doping. 


* * * 


December 9, 1969 
Fort Benning, Georgia 


Dear Herb: 


I have read with interest the arti- 
cles written by Vic Auer, Jack Foster, 
George Stidworthy and you. You 
have asked me to write my comments 
about the articles. I don’t know how 
I can add to what has already been 
written without being repetitious 
since I dope conditions much the 
same way. 


I do agree with Jack Foster in his 
thinking that Vic Auer’s article was 
possibly a bit too technical, and I am 
afraid he shot over the heads of some 
readers because of that... I believe 
tho that he was basically saying 
what Jack Foster said and if so I 
agree with both of them. 


Since the subject has been covered 
rather thoroughly, I think I would 
rather discuss some of the techniques 
I have found and tried to use while 
doping wind and mirage. I don’t 
think I have any secrets, but there 
are a few mistakes and pitfalls that 
nearly everyone makes part of the 
time. By bringing these up, even tho 
they are already known, may help a 
little. 

First of all, as you stated in an 
earlier article, you must have the 
best rifle and ammunition available. 
This is essential because you must 
have confidence in your equipment 
before you can dope conditions and 
rely on what you find. It is impossi- 
ble to learn how to read conditions 
if shots are going off call due to poor 
equipment. 

I have trained myself to always 
look for mirage and whenever possi- 
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ble rely on it. I try to read it about 
five or ten yards short of the target. 
You can find it by focusing your 
spotting scope on the target and then 
backing off on the focus as far as 
possible so you can still see the shot 
holes. I find it is easier to read if 
you look for it on the black part of 
the target. I like to read it as it 
moves across the ten ring. 


It is actually easier to read if you 
back off the focus still further, but 
then it becomes impossible to see the 
shot holes without re-setting the 
focus. Several years ago I experi- 
mented with two spotting telescopes, 
using one to spot the shot holes and 
the other to read mirage. I aban- 
doned the idea because it was too 
difficult to keep them synchronized. 
I still believe the idea has some merit 
tho. 

Now that you have found the mi- 
rage you should spend a few hours 
experimenting with it by practicing 
in it to see what effect it has on the 
impact point at the target. Mirage is 
a good indicator of what the wind is 
doing, and is the best indicator to 
use if it is readable. As you put it 
in your article, “Mirage may be con- 
sidered as a visible indication of the 
strength and direction of wind cur- 
rents.” 

The best way to use mirage is to 
pick out its prevailing condition, 
preferably a slow drift from one side 
or the other, and use this condition 
to shoot your record shots. If possi- 
ble and if time permits, wait for and 
shoot only in this condition for best 
results. Everyone likes to shoot in 
the condition I have just described, 
because it is the easiest, and natural- 
ly scores are higher. However, since 
it is easier to read, most shooters 
make their mistakes in this condition. 
People are basically lazy, and shoot- 
ers are no exception. When con- 
ditions are easy nearly everyone 
shoots too fast and tries to shoot 
thru the changes. The result: you 
take too many chances and may miss 
the changes. 


Try to make yourself use all the 
time available to dope the mirage 
and use the prevailing conditions 
you have selected. In International 
shooting this is easier to do because 
you have longer time limits. Unless 


Herb Hollister 


conditions are extremely bad you 
will have enough time in NRA shoot- 
ing to usually do the same thing. I 
try to discipline myself to use all the 
time available that I need and never 
shoot more than five shots without 
stopping, re-checking and re-evaluat- 
ing the conditions. Too many times 
I have been stacking the Xs at 100 
yards, and become impressed with 
my group or told myself, “just one 
more shot and I will check the wind,” 
when ZAP — a mid nine appears! 


When I can read no mirage I de- 
pend on the sighting target much 
more. Most shooters don’t use their 
sighting bull nearly enough, and have 
a tendency to chase the bullet holes 
in the record bull... This works 
fine sometimes, but the safest way is 
to use the sighter more. Here again, 
laziness is usually the problem. 

In addition to the sighting target I 
use a small flag at the firing line to 
indicate wind direction. In Inter- 
national shooting I depend on flags 
placed between myself and the target. 
Flags should be used much the same 
as mirage. Pick out the prevailing 
conditions and try to shoot only 
when the flags are in that position. 
If flags are not available, then you 
can use “feel” as an indicator. By 
this I mean the “feel” of the wind or 
breeze on your head, neck and shoul- 
ders. When the feel changes, either 
check your point of impact on the 
sighting target or wait for it to re- 
turn to normal. 

Iron sight shooting techniques vary 
little from telescope. I don’t think 
you should shade at all with iron 
sights, and you should never shade 
outside the ten ring with the tele- 
scope. You should keep the rifle 
sighted in, or centered, as closely as 
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possible to the condition you select- 
ed to shoot in, and make slight cor- 
rections by changing your sights. 
The only exception would be if you 
were running short of time. Shading 
increases the chance for elevation 
error. 

Wind doping is learned thru years 
of hard work and experience and 
even the most experienced shooters 
can learn something new. The next 
time you go to the range, put a little 
extra effort and work into wind dop- 
ing, and you will soon find that it 
isn’t as difficult as you think. As I 
stated before Herb, I don’t think 
there are any secrets in this letter, 
but these things are usually what 
spells the difference between win- 
ning and losing. Hope to see you at 
the Spring matches in Florida and 
Phoenix. 


Best regards, 
Wig 
* * * 

Several points mentioned in Wig's 
letter ring bells with me, because they 
confirm opinions of my own, formed 
from experience on the range over the 
years. Certainly it is essential that the 
gun and ammo be of the best, for if they 
are not the shooter has no real foun- 
dation to build on. More than once I 
have seen Wig abandon a gun during 
a tournament, and if necessary, borrow 
a gun from another shooter. He won 
his first National Prone Championship 
at Camp Perry with one of the late 
Henry Benson's rifles and my sights. He 
grumbled about his gun during the first 
two and one half days at Perry last 
year, and finally took one of my guns 
to win one match on the third day, and 
scored 1599 on the last day. The point 
is, it pays to know when your equip- 
ment is at fault and make a change 
before it is too late. 

When Wig speaks of making full use 
of available time to wait for conditions 
to return to “normal’’, and using the 
sighter more, I have the feeling he is 
trying to tell me something. Laziness is 
inherent, and is most liable to be at the 
root of the problem when desire falters. 
I firmly believe that in competition, the 
one most essential factor is the desire to 
win —call it hunger if you want to, but 
I'll tell you this: without it, you're not go- 
ing to win, even with the best of equip- 
ment and know-how, because there is 
bound to be someone with equal me- 
chanical ability, who is hungry! 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks 
or Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS 


Write to 


G. R. DOUGLAS COMPANY, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 
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SHOOT REPORTS 


ORIGINAL PENNSYLVANIA 1000 YARD 
BENCHREST CLUB, INC. 


November 23, 1969 


This was the final and big money 
match. 

— 85 Participants — 

Steve Spega of Williamsport, Pa. 
with his trusty 300 Win. Mag. placed 
first for Group with a 10 shot 
10 31/32” pattern. Don Miller of 
Lewisburg latched on to second place 
with a 11 3/8” group. Don also fired 
a 300 Winchester Magnum. Joe Doe- 
bler of Williamsport, had a 13 7/16” 
group anchoring third place. Joe 
pooped the group with a 7mm Mag- 
num. 


The best score was achieved by 
Mrs. Mary Louise DeVito, Club Secre- 
tary. She collected a 49 out of a pos- 
sible 50, shooting a 7mm-.300 Rem- 
ington Magnum. Jerry Stocum of 
Canton, Pa. seconded with a 47 and 
fired a 7mm. Larry Kepp of Harris- 
burg, Pa. landed in third with a 47 
also. 

Membership dues are now being 
accepted for 1970 ($10.00). Make 
check or money order payable to: 
Original 1000 Yd. B/R Club, Inc. 
Address to: Mary Louise DeVito, 2131 
West Fourth Street, Williamsport, Pa. 
17701. 


The annual membership meeting 
will be held in February. Notices 
will be mailed stating time and place. 
Dues must be paid in order to vote 
at this meeting. 


IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE 
York, Pa. 


November 9, 1969 
HUNTER RIFLE COMPETITION 
Possible Score 250 


In the Master Class, Gary Bush of 
Easton, Pa., took first place with a 
score of 248-11. Bush used a 308 
Rem. 700, Hart barrel, Lyman 6X, 
168 gr. Sierra bullet and 43.5 grains 
of 4895. Robert Toomey of Jacobus, 
Pa. placed 2nd with a 247-11. Bob 
used equipment and load identical to 
the winner with the exception of a 
Weaver K6 scope. Mr. W. Hunting- 
ton of Stewartsville, N. J. was in the 
3rd spot shooting a score of 245-10. 
Huntington’s equipment and load 
was also identical with the winner’s 
with the exception of a Bausch & 
Lomb 6X scope. 

There were 17 shooters that ended 
up in the Master Class. Low score 


was 223-1. This shooter also fired ~ 
a 308 cal. 722 Rem., Hart barrel, 168 
gr. Sierra, with 46 grains of H380. 4 

Five placed in the Hunter Class. 
Robert Drexler was high with a 207- 
2. His equipment was an Enfield 
fitted with a Star barrel in 308 cali- 
ber, Weaver K6 scope, 168 gr. Sierra 
bullets and 39 grains of 3031 powder, — 


PROTEKTOR MODEL 
Bags Since 1953 


Pictured is the #2 Protektor Model Set 
with the famous Rabbit Ear rear bag. 
It is a favorite of many Varmint, Sporter 
and Hunter Class bench rest shooters. 
No mechanical rest or pedestal is re- 
quired in front. Priced at $10.50 per set 
— Single Rabbit Ear rear bag at $7.50; 
front bag only, $4.00. Bags are avail- 
able for immediate delivery. Five dif 
ferent other front bags and nine styles 
in all are pictured in a free brochure. 
Basil Tuller, Galeton, Pa. 16922. 


A PRECISION CARTRIDGE 


PRIMING TOOL 


WITH “MECHANICAL” PRIMER FEED 


A rapid, efficient tool that will auto- 
matically insert primers with great ac- 


curacy in both rifle and pistol cases. 


Each shell holder will handle two sizes 
of case heads. 


Priced at $28.80 (allow postage for 5 
Ibs. and insurance) which includes shell 
holder, two priming rods (large and 
small), magazine tube, loading tube, 


sorting tray, instructions. 


Standard shell holder for .38 Spl. and 
.30-06. Extra shell holders (two cal.) for 
$2.00. 


This cartridge priming tool allows you 
to clean and to inspect the all important 
primer pocket YET SPEND NO MORE 
TIME AT THE LOADING BENCH. 


THE GUN CLINIC 
81 Kale St. Mahtomedi, Minn. 56557 
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Reference to John Dewey's “tip for the shooters", page 15, P.S. Sar 1970 


i. ‘This is a very useful scheme in connection with the fireforming of 
new cases that have a sloppy fit in the rifle chamber and, in one form or 
another, is quite old. When the “britch" loaders were introduced into target 
shooting the oid timers recognised the desirability of centering the primer | 
{anvil) to the firing pin as an occasional mention is found in old literature 
of using silk thread wrapped around the case close to the rim far the purpose | 
of centering the case head in the breech during the initiel fireforming. 
after the correct amount of thread was laid, the thread was given a light 
doping of thin shellac for stiffening. after fireforming, the thread and 
shellac were removed. This mightf/ound as though it was a bit of a chore but 
wasn't as the old timers generaliy used only a single case during a match 
with a couple of spares on hand. 


2. Later on when the so-called Transparent Mending Tape, with hide 
giue back, was developed for libraries, et&., for the purpose of mending torn 
pages this was used in iieu of the thread. This tape is still avaibable in 
some statione stores as Dennison lz Transparent Mending Tape end is about 
1) to 1-3/4 mils thick. 

| 


3+ With the advent of the modern pressure sensitive, adhesive backed 

cellophane tape it has been used. When Dewey mentioned scotch tape he no 

doubt meant the clear cellophane type instead of the tan masking tape used 

by auto body paint shops. The masking tape is about 5 mils thick whereas the 

cellophane cataloged by 3M as #119 or 174 is about 23 mils thick. A simple 

method of preparing the tape is to stick it on a piece of aluminum foil and 

then slice it into strips about 1/16" to 3/32" in width and cut into lengths 

just long enough for a single wrap around the case. The location of the band | 

of tape depends on the chembering of the individuel rifle but should be on thi | 
| c&5@ Just where it enters the chamber and not very deep in the chamber. Hnoug]| 
layers are put on so thet the case will be centered and supported but still 

can be pushed home into the chamber without peeling back the tape. After fire | 
forming, the tape and adhesive residue are removed. 


i 
4 ko particular problem should be encountered in using this scheme 
with the modern Remington type of bolt action rifles as the cartridge can be 


pushed inte the chamber by the 9 on and then the bolt closed. However, with | 
a rifle having the Mauser type of leng claw. extractor it is best to remove 


he extractor from the bolt for the fireforming as with many of such rifles | 
he extractor claw will not ride over the rim of a cartridge already chamberec | 
so a ramrod is needed to eject the fired cases. ai 


5- For various ressons it is recommended that the fireformed cases be 
indexed so when reloaded can be again chambered in the same orientation as Wai 
When originally fireformed. One of the letters of the headstamp can be used ay 
for this purpose. A file mark on the case head is not recommended as such Hai 
jight set up a stress point that could result in a burst. | 
| 


6. An off-center, lopsided case, when reloaded for future firings wil.) | 
have its primer somewhat off-center from a true strike by the firing pin on | 
the anvil inside of the primer which can have an adverse effect on the 
uniformity of ignition from shot to shot and in turn can cause wide shots 
pening up the dispersion of the target group. Also these lopsided cases after| 
& few firings may show an ascymmetrical flow of the brass forward towards the | 
outh of the case with one side of the neck getting thicker than the other; 
his seems to be somewhat more prevalent with the type of cartridge type hav- 
ng & large défference between the diameter of the base and that of the mouth | 
uch aS a 22/30-06 wildcat. Also most bottleneck cases are first drawn toa 
ylinder shape and then by successive drawing operations are tapered and 
ecked down to the final dimensions. According to discussions several years 
tgo with engineers of « large brass manufecturer, the greater the neckdown the 
greater the possibilitythat the wall of a case will vary in thickness from one 
tide to the other; especially in the neck. This tendency appears to happen 
fore often with a cartridge such as the 22-250 due to the extreme neckdown ap 


so inspection, culling, neck turning and/or neck r is the usual 
practice. Also considerable variation may show up in an ividual neck 
shen 30-66 cases are shortened and necked down to 243WCF, 22<250, etc., for 
she same reason. . 


7- ‘In addition to the above there other reasons for the firing pin 
striking the primer off-cen ér. Targe tolerances in the manufecturing of the 
action and fitting the barrel. A firing pin off-center in the face of the 
bolt is sometimes encountered. Another is that the bolt might be fitted Off- 
center in the receiver. Also the axis of the chamber and that of the bolt 
might not be in line. Too much slop between the body of the bolt and the 
receiver can cause the firing pin to take a slightly different position in ; 
relation to the center of the primer each time the bolt is locked up. Some of 
these faults are fairly common with the hurry-up wartime production of mili~- 
tary rifles. Also the tight tolerances of an expensive custom benchrest rifle 
should not be expected in an off-the-shelf field grade rifle, nor desirable 
in a hunting rifle as the tight tolerances might result in jamning, a 
hazardous situation when hunting game capable of chawing, clawing or stomp- 
ing the hunter. 


8. So much for the qualitative aspects of the problem « let's get to 
the quantitative that covers the 964 Question of “what are the measurable 
and tolerable limits?". S.< p+ 95% AR Fel-71, 20mile mm Nado Vor oman, 

For a start let's consider how much the firing pin indentation can be off 
center on the primer; but actually what we are interested in is the relation- 
ship of the indentation to the anvil inside of the primer. ideally, the 
indentation should be centered precisely on the anvil but we have to allow 
some tolerance. Altho the anvil is invisible to inspection, the design »- 
and assembly of the primer is such that we can safely assume that the anvil 
and center of the primer are coincident so we can use the center of the 
primer as our viskble reference point, If, in a series of shots, the indent- 
ation deviates from the center of the primers it is very likely thet there 
will be variations ig both the ignition end the combustion of the powder 
charge from shot to shot.,Such will almost alw result in some variation 
in the regularity of the barrel time for each t and as explained in para 
graph 7 of "McGuffey's Reader etc.,” will result in a wider dispersion in the 
target group. Beview of literature available reveals an almost complete lack 
of information on quantitative tests but we can come to some conclusions 
based on an examination of the primer anvils and the firing pins,to arrive at 
an estimate of allowable deviation. With the "business end" of the anvil and 
the firing pin having effective diamters of about 50 mils, it shéuld be 
reasonable to expect that if the center of the indentation does not deviate 
more than about 15 mils from the center of the primer the ignition will be 
acceptably uniform. Further, it would be reasoneble to assume that a deviaté 
ion of 50 mils would result in erratic ignition and would not be acceptable 

r precision shooting or hunting dur very low temperatures. 
-« in regards to the effect of the variations in the thickness of the wall 
of 4 case neck as mentioned in paragraph 6, above, testi Fes been a great 


amount of work on this thru out many years and the test# results available 

in the benchrest publication. The genergl concensus is t about 2 mils is 

the top limit of variation in the thickness of a wall neck and much less is 

almost a necessity as the effect of o.00025" (imil) is detectable with first 
tte heavy benchrest rifles, components, conditions end marksmanship. 

e). The importence of the items mentioned in paragraphs 2a) and b), above, 
ecome more and more significant es the size of the groups decreases but the 

effect might not be detectable unless the group size hes shrunk to about one 

minute, or smaller. With group size of about a minute, or larger, other factors 

have « masking effect. These other factors can include the quelity of bullets, 

barrel, bedding, gunsmithing, end the skill of the merksman and reloader. 
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Phil Carney 


Some Notes on 


Rifle Barrels 
And Accuracy 


A tip for the shooters: Many times 
during the past years I have been asked 
what to do about the case swelling on 
one side of many chambers. This does 
create a problem with re-chambering the 
same ctge. case and also tends to make 
the firing pin hit off-center on the re- 
loads. The brass has to swell slightly 
in order to extract and with a max. 
chamber and a min. case the situation 
is magnified. The best way to beat this 
is when the cases are initially fired for 
the first time is to take some Scotch Tape 
and wrap one or two turns around the 
base of the case, chamber the round 
and fire. This will prevent the extractor 
from pushing the case to one side and 
thereby causing the uneven swell at the 
base of the ctge. case. Subsequent 
loading and chambering will be easier 
as the expansion will be uniform around 
the periphery of the ctge. case. 

John Dewey 


Rifle barrels, their manufacture 
and technicalities, have long been 
one of the great mysteries pondered 
over by most shooters. Dating from 
the ancient Damascus sword makers’ 
midnite rituals to the hob-goblin gib- 
berish of modern advertising, there 
has been so little factual information 
on rifle barrels and their magic quali- 
ties, small wonder, the sportsman 
still regards the maker of barrels as 
some sort of moon-light witch doctor. 

The rifle barrel in itself, contrary 
to many shooters’ beliefs, is still only 
one of the many considerations in 
a good shooting rifle. Nearly every 


3 generation of barrel-makers produces 
what is considered the ultimate in 


By JOHN DEWEY 
Shooters Service & Dewey 
Clinton. Corners, N. Y. 
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quality barrels, yet the barrels keep 
getting better in every decade and 
we all hope new methods and tech- 
niques will continue the improve- 
ment until the end of time. 

The initial drilling of the barrel 
blank has actually seen few changes 
in the past 30 years. The biggest 
single benefit has been the use of 
Carbide tipped drills which allow 
higher speed in both RPM and feed 
and this in turn tends toward a better 
finish with less pick up and gouging 
and a straighter drilled barrel. Using 
the high speed RPM also allows a 
larger drilled hole than previously 
used and thereby cuts the reaming 
operations to reach finish size of 
bore. 

Some production firearms manu- 
facturers now use the barrels as 
drilled and eliminate the reaming 
entirely. While this might get by 
with low priced firearms, the better 
finished barrels are still reamed to 
produce the exact bore dimension 
and finish required in a fine barrel. 
This is one of the areas where a bore 
scope is worth its weight in gold as 
it will show every reamer mark 
throughout the bore that is not dis- 
cernable to the eye when looking 
through the bore. The (very) few 
custom target barrel manufacturers 
in the country take exhausting care 
in the preparation, honing and care 
of their barrel reamers so that the 
finished bore will require a very 
minimum of lapping to remove the 
small traces of reaming marks. Con- 
trary to the thinking of many, forcing 
the carbide sizing and/or rifling but- 
tons through the bore does not re- 


move the reaming marks; it only 
buries them deeper in the bore. 

Barrel-making, like all other forms 
of modern metal working, depends 
on proper tooling, measurement and 
careful attention to recognized pro- 
cedures. The production of quality 
barrels has progressed further in the 
past two decades than it has in the 
previous century, when barrel-mak- 
ers spent countless hours standing at 
a hand operated machine and later 
at an electrically operated machine 
(which didn’t build the muscle so 
much, but speeded the process). A 
job which originally required from 6 
to 10 hours now takes a quicker, 
easier 20 minutes. This method was 
cutting the rifling with either a 
scraping tool (see figure 3) that 
merely shaved minute dusty shavings 
or a later (hook-cutter—figures 5 & 
6), that actually cut from .0002” to 
0004” per pass through the barrel. 
That decimal figure represents 2 to 
4 tenths. of one thousandth of one 
inch. .Note: the average human hair 
is probably 3 to 5 thousandths of one 
inch thick. The point is: the big 
grooves you see, when looking 
through a rifle barrel are no deeper 
or less deep than the thickness of 
your hair. Also, that in order to cut 
this rifling; the average rifling tool 
had to pass through the barrel from 
10 to 20 times for each groove... Multi- 
ply this by the number of grooves, 
i.e., a 6 groove barrel times 20 passes 
or 120 passes through the barrel plus 
several clean up cuts to completely 
size and improve the finish was 
necessary. The highly sophisticated 
World War II machines thus pro- 
duced a barrel about every 20 
minutes, less break-down time and 
time out for changing barrels and 
sharpening cutters. Today, the rifling 
time is measured in seconds, from 3 . 
to 10 depending on equipment, ma- 
terial and size of bore. Custom bar- 
rel-making, however, involves more 
time finishing technique and in- 
spection operations which compound 
the time element and is one of the 
reasons for the higher price of cus- 
tom barrels. 

The inspection and custom lapping 
of fine target barrels can involve 
hours of extremely skilled labor even 
when using modern air gauging and 
bore inspection equipment. The air 
gauge can detect the slightest vari- 
ation in dimension within the bore 
and indicate to the maker where any 
additional lapping is required to 
make the finished bore completely 
uniform from end to end. The magni- 
fying bore scope which can be in- 
serted in the barrel and allows for 

(Next page please) 
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the inspection (magnified) of the 
entire bore readily shows any tool 
marks, flaws in the steel or lapping 
compound imbedding so that with 
the inclusion of these two new tools, 
much of the guesswork is now gone 
forever in producing a fine barrel. 


We are still discussing the basic 
barrel or one of a diameter required 
to fit the actions involved, usually 
from 1 1/8” to 1 1/4” diameter or in 
the case of older U.S. Gov’t. Spring- 
field barrels and some of pre-War II 
Winchester mfg. barrels, a forging to 
the rough shape of the finished bar- 
rel. Incidentally, the forgings made 
for the finest molecular structure 
possible in the basic barrel steel. 
These barrels still had to be turned 
and polished with any special cuts 
and contours required which in- 
volved much time and extra equip- 
ment. During the war years, WW II, 
that is, there was quite a trend to 
making the rifling by broaching, this 
is a method by which all the grooves 
are cut at one time and with one 
pass. This was exceptionally fast 
and made a suitable barrel for most 
military requirements; however, the 
equipment necessary and the com- 
plexity of making the broaches, 
which were very expensive, seemed 
to eliminate this form of rifling for 
most smaller manufacturers and com- 
pletely so for any custom gunsmith 
and barrel-maker. I cannot verify 
the cost but I have heard that these 
broaches ran into nearly $1,000.00 
each (see figure 8). This is a compli- 
cated tool to make, due to the length 
and the small diameter of the tool. 
It essentially is a rod to about 6” to 
10” longer than the barrel, complete- 
ly hardened, usually hi-speed steel 
and brittle as glass. There are a 
series of ground steps, with cutting 
edges and following the helix or 
twist of the barrel to be made. That 
is, it represents the bore and groove 
dimensions of the barrel with a cut- 
ting edge every 1/2” to 1”, each one 
progressively larger until the final 
cutting teeth have a diameter of the 
finished rifling. The mass, weight 
and power of the machines required 
to draw this through the barrel was 
immense and a faulty broach or slight 
misalignment could break the tool 
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FROM BOTTOM TO TOP— 
Barrel reamer. 
Barrel reamer mounted on oil tubing. 
Early model scrape cutter rifling tool. 
Improved model scrape tool for rifling. 
Hook cutter type rifling tool assembled, side view. 
Ditto, top view. 
Experimental type 50 cal. double ended hook cutter used during WW II and 
intended to cut two grooves, with each complete stroke of the rifling machine. 
Cutting one groove on the pull stroke and the next one on the return push stroke. 
This was never really too successful. 
8. .30 cal. carbine BROACH. This shows the pilot end and a section of the cutting 
teeth. The twist helix is quite apparent in this photo. 
A. Carbide blank from which the carbide buttons are ground. 
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B. Finished carbide button for rifling. 


pronto. Fortunately, the broaching 
era for rifle barrels was relatively 
short lived. 


During the late 1940’s and 1950’s, a 
new method of rifling was developed 
by a few individuals and the fire- 
arms industry using a carbide button 
or plug with grooves cut into it (see 
figures A and B). This plug was 
pulled through the barrel and forced 
rifling into the steel by sheer 
pressure and pull strength. Here, 
though, one of the biggest problems 
was one of lubrication but as the de- 
velopment of suitable carbide types 
and finishing processes were per- 
fected the lubricant producing in- 
dustry came through and today there 
are many suitable buttoning lubri- 
cants. In the process, the handloader 
has benefitted in getting better sizing 
lubricant for his case sizing appli- 
cations. This new type of rifling 


Winchester, M70 


BISHOP'S = 
NEW CATALOG GUNSTOCKS 


for Rifles and Shotguns — YOU MUST SEE IT! ; 
Leader in creating distinctive stocks — Functional Design 


OR SEND 25c FOR MAILING TO: 
E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC. P.O. Box 7, Warsaw,Mo 65355, DEPT P67A 


AT YOUR 
DEALER 
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produced a fine finish in the barrel 
and fair uniformity when the steel 
was properly stress relieved and suit- 
able finishing operations were em- 
ployed. Most of the barrels of 
BENCH REST quality today are pro- 
duced with this type of rifling pro- 
cedure. Button rifling did, however, 
have a few drawbacks that were not 
inherent with the older method. of 
cut rifling. The cutting of the rifling 
did not set up any great stresses in 
the steel structure as no great amount 
of steel was removed at one time, 
and none was displaced. The button 
method, however, actually displaces 
the steel so that even on a relatively 
hard 1 1/4” diameter bar of steel, the 
outside of the barrel was increased 
in size over 1/2 the inside displace- 
ment. Due to the resistance to ex- 
pansion or displacement, it was now 
necessary to use a rifle blank of uni- 
form diameter from end to end in 
order to have some sort of uniformi- 
ty in the inside for a good quality 
barrel. The use of shaped, tapered 
forgings now, was no longer practi- 
cal and now more metal has to be 
removed on a lathe involving ad- 
This metal 


removal and dimensional change also 


ditional machine time. 


has its detrimental effect on the uni- 
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formity of the bore. As the metal 
was turned to taper the muzzle and 
more metal was removed from the 
muzzle than the breech, the inside 
stresses pushing outward were re- 
lieved and the barrel became funnel 
shaped inside with the bore getting 
progressively larger at the muzzle. 
This is not exactly good for the shoot- 
ing qualities and has to be compen- 
sated for. First, after rifling with the 
carbide button, the barrel is heated 
in ano atmosphere furnace (i.e., high 
heat without oxygen) for a number 
of hours at a temperature which will 
nearly reach but not exceed the tem- 
pering scale originally used in the 
heat treating of the barrel steel be- 
fore working. This in effect is like 
soaking your tired aching muscles in 
hot water to relax them. This stress 
relieving helps, but does not com- 
pletely eliminate the dimensional 
change in the bore when turning. 
To produce a good barrel it must be 
lapped for feel and to correct di- 
mensional change so that the bore is 
uniform from one end to the other 
WITHOUT variation. This is an 
operation and technique that is not 
acquired with the first try but calls 
for very careful working of the tools 
to obtain this. Still, no Black Magic 
in the moonlight, just careful, 
knowledgeable metal working, using 
the best optical and measuring de- 
vices available to the trade. Various 
barrelmakers have one variation or 
another in the matter of procedure 
or techniques that have lent them- 
selves to their own particular habits 
and to suit their own requirements. 
Every operation must be controlled 
carefully and conscientiously and 
above all, the tools employed must 
be maintained and replaced at every 
turn in order to produce the desired 
quality in the finished barrel. No 
matter how much screaming to the 
steel producers, lots of steels vary 
from one lot to another and work 
differently. Each lot might neces- 
sarily require a new set of tools to 
produce the desired tolerance in the 
finished barrel and a button that is 
sized correctly to produce, Say, a 
224” barrel with one lot of steel will 
not give the same dimension with the 
next lot of steel so that the barrel- 
maker might have to make a new 
carbide button, slightly larger or 
smaller in order to get the exact 
finish demanded. One way, the only 

way, to compensate for this is to buy 

large heats of the same lot or the 

complete lot or heat of steel which 
_Tuns to nearly a ton or more at a 


time (at beefsteak prices), this in 
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order to insure and assure constant 
uniformity. 


In recent years there has been a 
new trend among the larger manu- 
facturers to use the hammer forging 
method of making barrels and this 
in large production is probably the 
fastest and most economical way of 
producing a barrel. A small bar 
(billet) of steel about 8” to 12” long 
is drilled and a carbide mandrel with 
the rifling helix ground into it is 
inserted in the billet and the entire 
unit is beat with hammers that force 
the metal over the shape of the man- 
drel which is advanced through the 
billet as it lengthens and takes the 
shape that is programmed into the 
machine. This eliminates the need 
for any turning of the outside diame- 
ter and essentially the mass of steel 
started with is the same mass, only 
displaced, as an end result. Practi- 
cally no waste or chips to throw 
away and production polishing com- 
pletes the barrel except for the neces- 
sary fitting, chambering, threading, 
etc. These barrels are reputed to be 
quite uniform and I have a hunch 
that a couple of the larger manu- 
facturers are using this method more 
and more for their target barrels as 
well as the regular sporting rifles. 


So far, we have covered the less 
important matters that lead to accu- 
racy and from here on to the BENCH 
there are still hours of the same 
painstaking work in order to fit and 
chamber the barrel properly so that 
the shooter might possibly have 
eliminated some of the variables that 
throw bugs and gremlins on the tar- 
get. The quality of the barrel, how- 
ever, is only one of the many factors 
in small groups. External dimensions 
have a great deal to do with the net 
results. It is generally accepted that 
the more mass, i.e., greater stiffness 
in the barrel, is of benefit. Many of 
the older theories regarding the par- 
ticular shape of the barrel, radius at 
rear, steps like on the old Military 
Mausers, etc. having a great deal to 
do with accuracy, have been pretty 
well discarded. Most shooters today 
believe in keeping the barrel as 
straight as possible and leaving on 
all the metal possible. Fluting a 
heavy barrel to lighten it might be 
of some benefit in meeting’ weight 
limits and retaining the original 
heavy contour. Fluting, in itself, does 
not make a barrel shoot better, nor 
does it add stiffness to the barrel. It 
only gives more stiffness and strength 
per unit of weight, that is to say that 
a barrel blank weighing 6 1/2 Ibs. 
which is approx. the weight of a 
stainless blank 26” long and turned 


to the maximum NBRSA dimensional 
limit is stiffer and stronger than the 
same barrel fluted to remove slightly 
over one pound of metal. This weight 
loss is usually desirable in order to 
utilize a heavier, stiffer action, denser 
stock wood and a larger scope and 
still remain within the required 
weight limits. There is also some 
question in my mind today in re- 
gard to the barrel length being an 
important factor in any reasonable 
length provided it is 20” at least in 
most calibers. I can’t give any con- 
clusive statements regarding this 
factor. However, from observations 
over the years and in several recent 
matches, there have been many very 
short barrels that have taken tro- 
phies. Several years ago, I did make 
several tests with a couple of .44 cal. 
barrels in .44 Magnum (pistol ctge.) 
and found that the longer barrels 
were not nearly as accurate as the 
shorter ones. The long barrels gave 
radically tighter groups when short- 
ened and while none were made 
shorter than 18”, that length gave 
better results than the long rifle bar- 
rels of 26” length. This was ex- 
plained to me in a discussion that the 
pressure dropping before the bullet 
left the muzzle allowed the jacket to 
contract slightly and the bullet left 
the muzzle, wobbling. I am not so 
sure that if this is the case, it would 
make any difference whether the 
bullet changed dimension in or out 
of the muzzle, but whatever the 
reason or cause, the results were as 
stated in those instances. Relatively 
fast burning powder and large bore 
volume are certainly major factors 
in this particular case, which might 
not be a factor in say a .222. One 
major firearms company though, is 
now marketing a Bench Rest version 
of its target rifle, and this has a short 
barrel. I’m sure that a great deal of 
research went into this departure 
from what has been standard and 
may verify what some of us have 
thought about from time to time but 
haven’t had time and circumstances 
to prove out. 

The use of a 20” barrel by the 
author, however, has indicated that 
heavier charges are necessary to pro- 
duce the correct pressures for con- 
sistent accuracy. 

In conclusion, your barrel should 
have the following qualities: 

1. be straight in bore and turned 

concentrically with the bore. 

2. be absolutely uniform in di- 

mension from breech to muzzle. 

3. have no tool marks that are 

discernable with at least a 6x 
magnification. 
(Next page please) 
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4. be made from properly alloyed 
and stress relieved steel. 
From there on, it is up to the fit- 
ting, chambering, stocking, loading 
and most of all, the shooter. 


Tinkering 
Neatly Done 


Some years ago one of our finest 
barrel makers said he would rather 
shoot an average good barrel in ex- 
cellent bedding than one of his own 
barrels in poor bedding. Equally true 
today, when groups under .300” are 
usually required to win a match is 
the need for bedding as nearly per- 
fect as possible. 

This is not an article on how to 
bed (that was described in detail in 
the June 1967 issue of PRECISION 
SHOOTING by Merle Walker) but to 
point out an area where the do it 
yourselfer often gets in trouble. Steel 
is not absolutely rigid but will bend 
a considerable amount under rather 
light pressures. Mount a dial indi- 
cator in a lathe tool post and adjust it 
to touch a piece of work held in the 
spindle chuck (not rotating). Press 
against the tail end of the bed and 
note how little effort is required to 
move the indicator pointer. Then 
consider the torture that little re- 
ceiver takes when we haul up as hard 
as we can on the guard screws with 
the long end of an Allen wrench. 

In working down to the final bed 
we find that simple hand pressure 
on the receiver is not sufficient to 
permit the spotting compound to give 
a usable indication of where wood 
is to be removed. Using the guard 
screws for pull down and working 
carefully until we arrive at an ac- 
ceptable contact area we are lucky 
if we find that any combination of 
loosening and tightening of the guard 
screws produces no movement be- 
tween the barrel and fore end tip 
(see Walker article for details). 
However, the usual situation is that 
if the rear guard screw is loose (we 
are considering the usual three screw 
varmint action) adjustment of the 
middle and front screws causes no 
barrel movement. But if the middle 
screw is left loose, and the rear screw 
tightened, adjustment of the front 
screw causes barrel movement. 
Tightening moves the barrel closer 
to the stock. Unless the cause of 
this situation is recognized confusion 
and frustration is the result. Check- 
ing barrel movement contradicts the 
apparently perfect bed shown by the 
spotting compound. A study of the 
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action shows action cutouts; the rear 
of the loading port, the trigger slot, 
the bolt recess and the material re- 
moved to form the rear tang. The 
receiver to the rear of the center 
screw is so weakened that in tighten- 
ing the rear guard screw with the 
same force as the two forward screws 
the rear of the receiver springs giving 
a false reading. A simple check will 
verify this, If a shim of thin bond 
paper (about .005” thick) placed 
under the rear tang results in less 
barrel movement we know this is cor- 
rect. Building up the shim until zero 
barrel movement gives an indication 
of the amount of wood to be removed 
we know that the maximum amount 
of wood must be removed from the 
area of the middle screw and taper- 
ing toward the front and rear screws. 
To avoid the false impression of spot- 
ting compound by the rear tang use 
normal pressure with the front and 
center screws with little or no 
pressure from the rear screw. If the 
shooter feels reluctant to tackle the 
inletting there is nothing wrong in 
leaving the paper shims in when they 
are adjusted for zero barrel move- 
ment. My favorite varmint rifle has 
a .005” shim under the rear tang and 


I wish I could shoot as well as that 
gun shoots. 

One tip which I do not recall hav- 
ing been mentioned in print. If the 
action is round relieve the wood 
along the entire length of the inlet- 
ted recess to a width of about 1/4” 
along the bottom center line. In the 
event the stock swells it is possible 
that the only contact between the re- 
ceiver and the stock is along this line 
resulting in a rolling of the action. 

I am convinced, from the exami- 
nation of a number of rifles, that 
fully half of the guns at most matches 
would benefit from touching up the 
bedding. Checking is simple. If the 
shooter does not want to tackle the 
job by all means take it to a bench 
rest shooting gunsmith. Most general 
gunsmiths have no idea of what con- 
stitutes a good bedding job. 

—P.S. Staff 


SAM BOND © 


NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 
RETAIL & WHOLESALE 


SHOOTING & HUNTING SUPPLIES 
CARD FOR LIST 


Ira Whitney, Grand Aggregate winner 


Top 10 of the Light & Heavy Varmint Grand Aggregate 


NEW YORK STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
September 6 & 7, 1969 


1. Ira Whitney: 2-2 —------2-.- 4229 
2. Frank James ------------- 4279 
3. Bill Purcell __------------- 4431 
4. Jack Deming ~------------ 4454 
5. Olive Walker ------------- 4500 


6. Mike Walker _----------- 4703 
7<Paul- Hart 2.2 bas .4760 
8. Clark Tooly ~.--.-------- 4773 
9. Wally Hart -------------- 4780 
10. “Dave- Hal -.-62222--2c 3. 4799 
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The Sno Ball League 


J. D. DEWEY GUN CO. PRESENTS 
THE SEVENTH ANNUAL SS&D 
1970 BENCH REST MATCHES 


Greetings, Shooters. I’m late as 
usual getting the schedules out but 
we are preparing for another winter 
season of Bench Rest Shooting to be 
held at the MILLERTON GUN CLUB. 


As during the past two years, we 
will hold both HUNTER CLASS and 
HEAVY VARMINT CLASS matches 
on the same day. Present thoughts 
are to alternate HV matches and 
Hunter matches in order to give as 
many shooters as much time as possi- 
ble between matches and to allow for 
more flexibility in scoring time for 
the target detail. During the first 
few matches because of early dark- 
ness, we recommend that whenever 
possible, shooters come prepared to 
fire the entire course with ammo 
loaded up ahead, especially if. they 
are firing both classes. Bob Baker 
and son have set up the benches 
again and Bob and Tommy Briggs 
will be the scoring detail. 


We expect some new shooters again 
this season and to both new and ex- 
perienced shooters, please assist each 


_ other whenever possible and pass on ~ 
whatever -you.'can to the new:com-. 


petitors in the way of info and-help. 
It has been very gratifying to me 
during the past’ few ‘years to see this 
free interchange of info between the 
shooters and I know from what many 
of the shooters have told me that they 
consider it most beneficial and the 
new shooters are especially grateful 
for*info and assistance. It-will all 
help:to keep the family growing; this 
year we need it more than at any 
time in the past: 

Refreshments will be served at the 
matches again and) as during the 
previous years, there will be no re- 
freshments during the ,final’ match 


which will be followed by the usual ~ 


banquet. Same attendance rules in 
effect for the banquet. It will be no 
charge’ to shooters attending 5 or 
more matches, pro-rated for. others. 

It will be necessary to attend and 
complete at least 5 of the 8 matches 
to qualify for the grand aggregate 
trophies. 
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-mence promptly at NOON. 


We have scheduled the matches to 
exclude both Palm Sunday and Easter 
and due to the week late start due to 
the winter meeting in Syracuse we 
will end the matches in May. Palm 
Sunday may be used to make up a 
match in case of a cancellation due 
to bad weather like the storm we 
had last year. 

Here we are again with a brand 
new year about to begin and proba- 
bly a significant one for our Bench 
Rest clan. Let ts all enter it with 
confidence and hope and help to 
make it a good one.for the organi- 
zation. There will be a complete dis- 
cussion at the first shoot as to the 
results of the Winter meeting on Jan. 
10th and 11th. 

* * * . : 

MATCH DATES AS FOLLOWS 

— 1970 — 

January 18th, February 1st and 
15th, March 1st and 15th, April 5th 
and 19th, May 3rd. 

HEAVY VARMINT PROGRAM 

Rules: Any type or caliber of rifle 
as defined in current NBRSA rule 
book describing Heavy Varmint 
Rifles. Essentially any rifle weigh- 
ing not more than 13% lbs. complete 
w/scope of any power. 

Starting Time: Matches will com- 
(Note) 
Range rules prohibit the firing of any 
center fire rifle or firearms before 
noon on Sundays. 

Match Program: We will use the 
special 6 target sheets of BR targets, 
3 upper ones for record and 3 lower 
ones for sighters. The first target 
will be a warm up and not scored 
for record. The following 8 targets 


. are for record. TARGETS WILL BE 
“SCORED FOR BOTH GROUP SIZE 


AND SCORE. All firing will be at 
100 yds. . . 
Match Fee:..The first match for any 


_ contestant will be $6.00 and all subse- 


quent matches will be $5.00 per day. 
Fee for the second rifle. will be $2.50 
for shooters firing in both.HV and 
Hunter matches. : 
Awards: OUR SNO BALL PATCH- 
ES will be furnished to all NEW 
contestants and an annual year bar 
will be furnished to all contestants. 
Trophies will be awarded for first 
place both group and score for each 


day’s shoot. In addition, a certificate 
will be awarded for small group of 
the day. Grand Aggregate prizes at 
the end of the season will be award- 
ed for the first 5 places for both 
group and score and a certificate for 
6th place. 
HUNTER RIFLE PROGRAM 

Rules: Rifle w/scope not to exceed 
10 lbs. Scope not to exceed 6X mag. 
Caliber to be 6mm or larger in bore 
and case to be equal in capacity to 
30/30 case or 45 grs. of water. Rifles 
must comply with rules as outlined 
in rule book of NBRSA. Any shoot- 
er in doubt about any rule contact 
J. Dewey at Clinton Corners, N. Y. 
about anything. 

Starting Time: As above. 

Match Program: Firing will be at 
100 yds. using the regulation NBRSA 
Hunter Targets having 6 bulls per 
target. One shot on each of 5 bulls, 
the lower right hand bull for sight- 
ing. First target each day will be a 
warm up niatch and the following 5 
targets for record. Targets will be 
scored for score. Possible score of 
250 points. Shooters should be pre- 


_ pared to fire 35 or more rounds. 


Match Fees: As above. 


Awards: A trophy will be award- 
ed to each First Place winner in each 
class. In addition, any shooter who 
shoots a score of 240 or better will 
receive a special certificate and any 
shooter making a possible 250 will 
receive a trophy. Awards will be 
given for first three places in each 
class for the Grand Aggregate at end 
of season. Certificates for 4th and 
5th place Grand Aggregate. Special 
Hunter Class Brassards for new con- 
testants and annual year bars for all 
entrants, 


ee 


IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY THE FOLLOWING: 
Rem 40 XB Heavy bbl. cal. 222 stainless, 

2 zo trigger 


$224.95 
Rem 40 XBR New bench model cal. 222 
-Stainless bbl. 


$159.95 

NOTE: Firearms, sold only through 

Federally licensed dealers cer- 
tificate required. 

Special SS&D K/O neck sizing dies and 

straight line seaters available in most 

BR calibers. We require four fired, 


un-sized cases to complete die orders 
at $25.00 per set. 
Special Weighted Rawhide mallets at 


$3.95 ea. 

We have a large stock of Parker Hale 
rods and brushes in stock at this time. 
22 AXL (extra long) at $4.95 ea. 
reg. length and .30 rods at $4.00 ea. 
Special .30 cal. Extra Long rods at 
$6.00 ea. All brushes, swabs and 
U.S. adaptors at 75 cents ea. 

All items above plus shipping. 
$2.50 packing chge. on 1 to 5 rods. 


SHOOTERS SERVICE 
& DEWEY, INC. 


Clinton Corners, New York 12514 
Tel.: (Area Code 914) 266-3421 
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It was a gathering of the clan as 
representative smallbore prone 
shooters from 13 states were in the 
line-up at the Pacific States Fall 
Round-Up for a Bisley-type Meeting. 


@ Al the Loft 


LEFT, FROM TOP DOWN— 
They shoot as straight as they write — 
(left to right) P.S. Legislative Editor Har- 
lon Carter congratulates Victor Auer 
(guest writer for P.S.) on winning Pacific 
States Fall Round-Up, while P.S. Small- 
bore Technical Editor Herb Hollister says 
“well done” to “1600 King” George Stid- 
worthy, who broke his own National 
Record with 1600-154X for 1600 #38. 
(Stidworthy’s dog was a guest writer in 
November.) 

—Photo by Carl W. Knight 


They fired 1600 possibles with scope at 
Pacific States Fall Round-Up—-: (left to 
right) James F. Williams, Bob Bjorklund; 
Herb Hollister with El Oro (See his letter 
in Herb’s column in November P.S.); Fall 
Round-Up Champion Vic Auer; runner- 
up in Grand Aggregate, Doug Beede; 
Any Sight Aggregate winner George 
Stidworthy; Bob Boydston, president, Los 
Angeles Rifle and Revolver Club. 
—Photo by Carl W. Knight 
National Smallbore Position Champion 
Major Lones W. Wigger, Jr., TUSAMTU, 
whose most recent victory at the U.S. 
National Internationals in Phoenix gave 
him a clean sweep of the rifle titles—: 


300-meter, 3 positional smallbore, and 
the English Match. 


RIGHT, FROM TOP DOWN— 

Jim Van Devender - High Expert 
—Photo by Carl W. Knight 

Debbie Hicks (center), Fall Round-Up 


_ Ladies’ Champion, tied with Nelson Cul- 


lum, III (left), holding the L. C. Davis 
Memorial Trophy for High Junior. Fall 


_ Round-Up Champ Victor Auer is at right. 


—Photo by Carl W. Knight 
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Issues were discussed, theories ana- 
lyzed, and the “esprit de corps” of 
the prone game never more evident. 
Master Class competitors composed 
two-thirds of the entry at the Los 
Angeles Rifle & Revolver Club, in- 
cluding many of the prestigious 
names in western shooting. 

P.S. Smallbore Technical Editor 
Herb Hollister flew in from Boulder, 
Colo. — but, his shooting gear did 
not!!! No amount of insurance can 
replace a highly accurate rifle nor 
compensate for the time expended in 
perfecting it. Still, Herb accepted 
his misfortune with the grace of the 
champion that he is. Offers of equip- 
ment were overwhelming ... which 
to him was heartwarming. 

On the heels of his Critchfield 3200, 
Vic Auer was the one to beat... and 
scopes were invariably focused on his 
target as each top shooter finished a 
string. Not that it bothered Vic, for 
his major concern the first day was 
with dust blowing under his contact 


lens. . . . In the Dewar iron, Carl 
Guenther Creedmoored Auer’s 400- 
34X. . . . At 100-yds and 50-meters, 


there was no middle ground — either 
one was fairly well attuned to con- 
ditions, or badly out of step. It is 
to Doug Beede and Bob Boydston’s 
credit that they cleaned the treacher- 
ous and switching 100-yd. .. . Bill 
Grater changed rifles and Creed- 
moored Capt. Jim Hill, USMC, with 
400-34X in the meter....Tom Guerin 
produced a 400-36X for the 50-yd 
win. 

And, the imperturbable Jim Hill, 
1960 Olympic silver medalist, came 
through with a 1598-131X to take the 


Betty Summerall Duncan 


By BETTY SUMMERALL DUNCAN 


Metallic Aggregate over Auer’s 1598- 
117X and Guerin’s 1598-114X. A 
measure of the competition was the 
seven 1597’s which crowded them—: 
Beede - 123X, Guenther - 123X, Boyd- 
ston - 121X; National Champion Tom 
Whitaker - 114X, Cliff Pierson - 111X, 
Grater - 110X, and Siegfried Watz- 
lawek - 109X. 

Conditions were almost too perfect 
at the beginning of the scope day, 
but became more interesting at long 
range. Halloween goblins hadn’t 
spooked “1600 King” George Stid- 
worthy, and with the glass, he is in- 
vincible. Well, almost. ... He blast- 
ed off with a perfect 400-40X in the 
Dewar then took aim at his own 
National Records, but declared it a 
waste of hot ammo. ... Beede and 
Watzlawek had 400-39’s. . . . “King 
George” was holding steady at 100- 
yds, but spilled one— xX. His 400- 
39X was followed by Pierson and 
Beede’s 400-38X’s. (Remember how 
many years that the Record stayed at 
400-38X?). . . . At 50-meters, when 
there were only 20 perfect scores, 
can you guess what Senor Stidworthy 
from the Lazy S Ranch was up to? 
Another 400-40X! The realization 
that he had dropped only 1X for the 
day, with the three most difficult 
matches behind him, was stunning, 
to say the least. 


In an attempt to divert the super- 
sonic pressure which was due to set 
in, several of us who were squadded 
near Stidworthy, including Harlon 
Carter, engaged him in conversation. 
Continuing our discussion of the Ber- 
noulli Theory, a former service 

(Next page please) 
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George Vartanian, wearing his lucky 
“sun bonnet”, after breaking the Nation- 
al Record at 50-yds any sights with 400- 
40X plus 55 additional X’s. 


shooter found our efforts at solving 
the mysteries of the wind a waste of 
time. “I just shoot sighters,” he said. 
But, it isn’t nearly as interesting, 
apart from the expense factor. Hop- 
ing to have released the pressure 
gauge with a few laughs, we left “Old 
George” (as Orry calls his master), 
to meditate on his battle plan. 


Unfortunately, our strategy didn’t 
work quite as well as we wished, 
for with 44 possibles at 50-yds, Stid- 
worthy was #14 with 5X’s down. A 


third 400-40X was too much to ex- 
pect. And, George was really sweat- 
ing out that last stage. Conditions 
weren’t perfect, without the pressure 

. and much ammo was expended 
on the sighter. His last shot attracted 
quite a gallery. It hung on... and 
we cheered. George had broken his 
National Record (of which he was a 
co-holder) by 2X’s!!! The National 
Record now stands at 1600-154X for 
the Any Sight Aggregate! And, it was 
1600 #38 for the “1600 King”. 

16-year-old Nelson Cullum won the 
last match with a 400-39X at 50-yds, 
overshadowing Auer, Grater, and 
Guenther’s 400-38’s. 

Many factors determine the ulti- 
mate aggregate winner. Basically, 
one might say it is the shooter mak- 
ing the fewest mistakes. Tom Guerin 
would agree with the premise as he 
was a bit uptight (understandably) 
because of his 1610 X 1600. In the 
very first stage of the first scope 
match, he fired 21 shots... . Scores 
seldom reflect the complete picture. 
The element of luck is often a con- 
sideration. For example, Cliff Pier- 
son lost his 1600 also in the Dewar 
any due to a defective round. ... The 
50-meter any was a crucial match. 
Vic Auer feared that he had blown 
the Grand Agg. with his outside shot 


National Smallbore Computer Matches 
scheduled by Data World Corporation 


NEW! OUTDOOR and GALLERY! 
e NATIONAL COMPETITION EVERY MONTH 
e MONTHLY CASH AWARDS 
e BIG “GRAND AGGREGATES” 
Ask your local club for details... 


NOTE: CLUBS — If you have not imp!emented the N.S.C.M. program at your 
range, send this letter today for complete needs! 


NATIONAL SMALLBORE COMPUTER MATCHES 


a division of Data World Corporation 


7349 CANOGA AVENUE, CANOGA PARK, CALIF. 91303 


CLUB NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY: 


Gentlemen: 


STATE: ZIP: 


Our club is affiliated with the National Rifle Association of America and it is the desire of 
our club to provide the N.S.C.M. program to our membership. 


Our club has 


active shooters. 


Please assign our club an N.S.C.M. club number and forward supplies, at no charge, to the 


above address for our participation. 
Sincerely, 
Name: 


Title: 
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Phone: ( ) 


at 12 o’clock. Working out on the 
sighter, he attempted to cut it in with 
his last record shot. 

With the fate of the tournament 
still in doubt, Jim Hill, without hesi- 
tation, reported to the stat office that 
he had fired six shots on one bull 

. which had been overlooked in 
scoring. Not only did Captain Hill 
uphold the honor of the Marine 
Corps, but in doing so the Vietnam 
veteran set a vivid example of true 
sportsmanship for the younger shoot- 
ers to emulate. No one could touch 
Hill’s X-count of 274, his own peak 
effort. If Auer hadn’t lucked out on 
his shot, Hill, minus a penalty point, 
would have had the Grand Aggregate 
all wrapped up. That, after all, is 
what being a champion is all about. 


PACIFIC STATES 
FALL ROUND-UP 


Top Ten 
Victor L. Auer (Winner) __3198-263X 
Doug Beede ___----------- 3197-267X 
Thomas H. Guerin ~__-__-- 3197-254X 
Robert E. Boydston ____-__ 3197-249X 
James E. Hill ~----------- 3196-274X 
Carl Guenther ______------ 3196-268X 
Siegfried Watzlawek __-__- 3196-255X 
Clifford C. Pierson ~-__-~- 3196-252X 
Thomas Whitaker __--_--- 3196-252X. 
William J. Grater ~_---_-- 3196-242X 


So closely matched were 15-year- 
old Debbie Hicks, of Tempe, Ariz., 
and 16-year-old G. Nelson Cullum, 
III, that they finished up in a 3191- 
254X tie. Really exceptional shoot- 
ing! The High Lady award went to 
Debbie, as Nelson received a minia- 
ture of the L. C. Davis Memorial Tro- 
phy for High Junior. 

In addition to Stidworthy’s Nation- 
al Record, there were half a dozen 
more 1600 Any Sight possibles and 
a dozen 1599’s. Bob Boydston was 
proud of his unique type of “record”: 
“My rifles shot a 3200,”, he declared. 
And they did! For Herb Hollister 
fired one of Boydston’s BSA’s on the 
scope day, after shooting Tom Guer- 
in’s 52 with irons. ... Following Vic 
Auer’s 1600-146X were: Doug Beede - 
144X; Rabbit Club president Bob 
Bjorklund - 136X; Hollister with 1600 
#31 and 129X’s, beating Los Angeles 
Rifle & Revolver Club president Bob 
Boydston by 1X with Bob’s own rifle; 
then James F. Williams, Lodi, Calif., 
with 123X, who commented, “I was 
certainly happy to shoot my first 1600 
before I go on Social Security!” 

Teenagers monopolized the Expert 
Class, as 16-year-old Jim VanDeven- 
der delighted his dad, Russ, with a 
3179-196X — a point behind but 4X’s 
ahead of Coach Russ. Gail Manhart 
out-X’d Beth Cullum for 2nd Expert, 
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3173-200X to 3173-174X. .. . Empha- 
sizing that smallbore shooting is a 
“family affair’, Sue Chase, whose 
3158-188X won the Sharpshooter 
Class, is the mother of 4 fine young 
shooters and a future shooter (age 1- 
year). Husband Don is valuable in 
the stat office, along with Reginald 
Bjorklund, Bob’s dad. . . . Each of 
the above Expert winners is a mem- 
ber of a brother-sister team. 

Winner of the NRA International 
Shooting Fund match, an aggregate of 
the 100-yd stages was won by Doug 
Beede with a 1200-102X. Compiling 
1199-97X for 2nd place was Gilmer 
Murdock, USMCR, South Holland, II. 
Young Jim VanDevender’s creditable 
1192-62X led the Experts. ... It must 
be considered significant that only 5 
Civilian Masters entered this Int'l 
Team Fund match! 

An honorary award goes to Doug 
Beede for the smallest groups on a 
20X at 100-yds. Everyone signed the 
target, with one message, expressing 
admiration, reading, “Good grief, 
Charlie Brown!” 


man team match at 100-meters re- 
duced were Nelson Cullum and Tom 
Whitaker. An 800-55X by Duane Jen- 
ner and George Vartanian followed 
.... Lt. Webster Wright, USN, and 
Carl Guenther had the most X’s — 64 
on a 799. ... A 798-57X by Gil Mur- 
dock and Gregory Connor, MTU, 
Quantico, Va., was reported to NRA 
as a possible National Service Record 
.... Karla Auer, with a 400, and Caro- 
lou Reich totaled 796-43X to break 
the National Women’s Record held 
for so many years by Gladys Rising 
and the late Elinor Bell... . . What 
was unfortunate was that Bob Bjork- 
lund and 12-year-old Mary Lou Adler 
would have won the match with a 
National Junior Record of 800-61X 
except that Bob’s scope was sighted 
in for his position rifle (shooting 
with the UCLA Rifle Team). He 
called the range officer, but it re- 
_ quired more than 1 shot to get out of 
the “danger zone”. It cost them their 
800 — but, having shot it once, they 

' will do it again when it will count. 
In addition to those previously 
- mentioned, out-of-state shooters were 
' Karl Kenyon, Ely, Nev.; Clarence 


VARMINT 


Cope, Albuquerque, N. M.; Robert 
Findley, El Paso, Texas; Peter Hol- 
den, USMCR, Wilmington, Delaware; 
Joseph Vargo, Lorain, Ohio; Kathy 
Killian, Fairfield, Conn.; Richard 
Mahlum, USMCR, Tampa, Fla.; and 
Thomas Ritter, USMCR, Iowa City, 
Iowa. 


Throughout the 2 days we anxious- 
ly awaited telephone bulletins from 
L.A. International Airport on the 
status of Herb Hollister’s gear. It 
was very much feared that his rifle 
and accessories were irrevocably 
lost. Herb’s adaptability was mag- 
nificent. Without the benefit of his 
special lenses, apertures, sights, and 
ammo, he dropped only 9 points for 
the two days with borrowed equip- 
ment and sweat shirt. His shooting 
elbow was actually bleeding after- 
ward (through his Sunday shirt)... 
Finally, Grace Stidworthy arrived 
with the good word that Herb’s gear 
had been recovered. Apparently, it 
had remained in a jam of baggage on 
a fouled conveyor belt at the Denver 
Airport from Friday on!!! It just 
points up the unrealistic regulations 
which have been imposed on legiti- 
mate sportsmen with little if any re- 
straint on “sky-jackers”). Think 
about it... then, write your law- 
makers and/or your favorite airline. 
What will you do about flying with 
your prized rifle? 


BENCH REST and 
VARMINT SHOOTERS 


JACKETS AVAILABLE 


Sierra 22 cal. .705” @ $15.00 per A 
M. plus postage & ins. 3 lbs. 


Sierra 6mm. cal. .822” @ $17.50 
per M. plus postage & ins. 4 lbs. 


My Special 30 cal. 1.05”, 1.15” & 
1.25” @ $20.00 M. plus postage & 
ins. 7 lbs. 


All orders of 4M or more in same calibre 
and weight will be prepaid. 
N. Y. State residents add Sales Tax; any 
overpayment promptly refunded. 
Bench Rest Type Bullets, Plain Base & Semi- 
Boat Tail. 
25 lb. spools and lead wire, 3/16”, .240” & 
5/16” dia. Enclose Stamped Envelope for 
all inquiries. (Member NRA & NBRSA) 
KENRU Reloading Service 
166 Normandy Ave. 
Rochester, New York 14619 


HUNTERS 


The “.224 CLARK” shoots an 80 grain .22 caliber bullet at 3500 F.S.M. 
velocity. Has wind bucking power, with flattest trajectory out to the longer 


ranges. 
barreling. your action. 


Hart stainless barrels for top accuracy. Wirte for prices on re- 


K. E. CLARK 
18738 Highway 99 
Madera, Calif. 93637 
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Maybe we should 
call it the Super 
Matchless 54. 


The Anschutz Super Match 54, 
Used by all winners in the 1964 
Tokyo Olympics, and five out 
of six in the 1968 Olympics in 
Mexico. That’s 11 out of 12. Well, 
you can't win ‘em all, all the 
time. (But no other rifle even 
comes close.) 
You can have the matchless 54 
action in three models. All have 
the same satin-smooth action, 
fully adjustable trigger, and 
hand-lapped barrels. Stock 
design is the chief 
difference. 
1413 (shown): Free- 
style International Super 
Match 54. Features butt 
plate with lateral, 
horizontal, vertical, and 
cant adjustments. Yoke-style 
palm rest. R.H. $340. L.H. $355. 
Sights extra. 
1411:Prone stock model, 
PA designed especially for 
American matches. 
R.H. $172.50. LH. $185. 
Sights extra. 
1407: Meets all 
International Shooting 
Union requirements. 
Stock suitable for 
all match events. 
» R.H.$172.50. L.H.$185, 
’ Sights extra. 
Other Anschutz 
target rifles from 
‘3 $75. Free 32-page 
color catalog. Write Savage Arms, 
Westfield 241 Massachusetts 01085, 
Please include zip code. 


® 


Prices subject to change. SAVAGE and the Indian Head are 
trademarks of Savage Arms, Division of Emhart Corporation. 
Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Marca Registrada. ANSCHUTZ is a trade- 
mark of J. G. Anschutz GmbH. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 
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A NEW 


ORGANIZATION 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST 
SHOOTERS 


A Message from the President 


The new decade has welcomed the 
formation of a new International 
shooting organization at Syracuse, 
N. Y. twenty odd years after the 
bench rest shooting game was start- 
ed by a group of Eastern shooters, 
and the Puget Sound Snipers Con- 
gress of the State of Washington. 


Well over one hundred shooters, 
ballisticians, gun smiths, gun writ- 
ers, and gun buffs in general, were 
gathered together. This enthusiastic 
group worked hard and unanimously 
set up this new society — “Inter- 
national Benchrest Shooters”. 


With this nucleus, a new associ- 
ation was designed to broaden the 
field, and include shooters of other 
countries in this wonderful sport. 


Many of the original founders of 
the old NBRSA were in attendance 
at the meeting and actively took part 
in the formation of the new associ- 
ation. — Such nationally renowned 
personages as: Ray Biehler, father 
of the modern bench rest bullet dies; 
Mike Walker, gun designer and first 
President of the NBRSA; Clyde Hart 
and John Dewey, custom barrel mak- 
ers; Warren Page and Harvey Don- 
aldson, nationally recognized writers 
in the gun field; Ted Boughton, Rob- 
ert Hart, Dave Hall, Clarence Detsch, 
Paul Kempfer, who are top gun- 
smiths; and Crawford Hollidge, a 
famous bullet maker. All of these 
were involved directly or indirectly 
in the work of the new organization- 
al base together with Past Presidents 
and Directors of the old NBRSA. In 
addition, numerous new shooters, in- 
cluding the fairer sex, contributed in 
a favorable manner. 
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Following the overwhelming ex- 
pression of desire for a new organi- 
zation, a nominating committee, head- 
ed by Dr. Arthur Glover presented a 
slate of officers that was elected 
unanimously. — Then the wheels be- 
gan rolling. — Working committees 
were named and assigned duties, 
with several starting immediately. 
Submitted proposals were carefully 
discussed in detail by the group prior 
to formal action. The following are 
some of the basic criteria formulated 
and firmed at this first meeting: 

1) A schedule of matches for the 
1970 shooting season was tentatively 
finalized, pending changes and re- 
quests from non-represented clubs. 

2) Changes were also made in tar- 
get design. 

8) Hunter Rifle matches, of the 
future, will be registered and records 
maintained. 

4) Work has started on the Consti- 
tution and By-laws. Importantly, 
there will be a Board of Directors 
made up of one Director from each 
member club, and Directors at large 
elected from and by the membership. 

5) Significantly, and in order to 
avoid former errors, the concept of 
a regional set up was not planned. 

6) Any and all major changes, in 
the future, will be published in Pre- 
cision Shooting, for three consecu- 
tive months prior to the Annual Meet- 
ing of the IBS. — This will afford 
the membership ample opportunity 
to become informed and to discuss 
with IBS Directors their thinking, 
their wishes and their suggestions. 
Unexpected, selfish, ill considered or 
hasty actions will thereby be stifled 
in the future. 


7) Furthermore, reports of the 
working committees will be pub- 
lished so that all members will have 
an opportunity to express and con- 
tribute their ideas as the organization 
work buds and progresses, — In 
other words, and importantly, the 
individual member will have voice in 
the decisions and operations in this 
organization of International Bench- 
rest Shooters. 

8) It is also pertinent to point out, 
that any and all individuals and 
shooting clubs in the United States 
and other countries interested in the 
ultimate in firearms accuracy will be 
welcomed to the new group with 
open arms. 

9) It was decided by unanimous 
vote that “Precision Shooting” will 
be the official publication of the IBS. 

10)Those who can not participate 
in matches will be continually and 
fully informed in “Precision Shoot- 
ing” of new advances in the shoot- 
ing world by the magazine’s writers 
who are outstanding, and truly 
knowledgeable authors. 

11) New clubs will be encouraged 
and assisted in every way possible. 

12) The philosophy of offering 
help, advice and counseling so im- 
portant in the early years of the 
NBRSA will be revived and main- 
tained. 

13) Those in attendance at this 
first meeting directed me to cordially 
invite you all to join with us now 
and thus become a charter member! 


Dr. A. H. Garcelon, President 
International Benchrest Shooters 
133 State Street 

Augusta, Maine 04330 


As Director of the Eastern Region of 
NBRSA I witnessed and participated in 
something I had sincerely hoped would 
not happen. That was the organization 
of another bench rest group in the East. 
You can get the details from this issue. 

To all those who wrote offering counsel 
and support in this controversy, I wish 
to extend my gratitude. Not all of you 
have or will receive replies. 

Please read the new President's com- 
munication and the minutes of the meet- 
ings. If you have questions, submit 
them to the secretary, M. H. Walker, or 
to any of the Executive Board. 

Please do not anticipate with questions 
about items on which the committees 
and the Executive Board are surely al- 
ready working. We will keep you in- 
formed through P.S. 

M. H. Walker 


* 
IBS Jan. 10, 1970 


MINUTES 


A special meeting of the eastern 
shooters was called to order by 
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Chairman Mike Walker at approxi- 
mately 11:45 a.m. on Saturday, Janu- 
ary 10, 1970. 


Mr. Kelbly inquired as to how the 
meeting was to be conducted. Mr. 
Walker answered that it would defi- 
nitely be under the auspices of the 
eastern shooters. 


At this point, Mr. Walker asked 
that a new Chairman be selected in 
order that he might step down. Mr. 
Mohnkern nominated Dr. Garcelon as 
acting Chairman, Clyde Hart second- 
ed, accepted. 


Raymond Biehler asked the pur- 
pose of the meeting and why it was 
necessary to conduct it separately. 
He was answered that the Eastern 
Region NBRSA meeting could not be 
used to conduct business other than 
that under its jurisdiction. Dr. Garce- 
lon suggested that the eastern shoot- 
ers consider setting up a new organi- 
zation. Mr. White inquired about the 
likelihood of changing the director- 
ship. Mr. Mohnkern answered that 
it had been discussed, but that no 
action had been taken. Mr. Bean 
asked for a breakdown of the region- 
al membership of NBRSA. Mr. Speer 
provided this information: 7 regions 
with a total membership of 961— 
Eastern Region - 506, Gulf Coast - 103, 
Southwest - 108, Mid-Continent - 78, 
North-Central - 53, Mississippi Val- 
ley - 27, and Northwest - 29. In 
answer to Mr. Hostetter’s query, Mr. 
Arnold answered that out of approxi- 
mately 160 competitors at the 1969 
Varmint Nationals 16 were from the 
West. Mr: Bean asked why the un- 
balance of Directors. Mr. Walker 
answered that Directors’ votes had 
to be given to incoming regions as 
they joined, and the precedent of 
“overruling the East” has stood from 
that time on. Robert Hart further 
explained that an agenda was pub- 
lished in years before (as specified 
in the by-laws) but was bypassed 
this time, and that the dissension 
started three or four years ago. He 
also stated that P.S. will die if these 
directives are followed, and that new 
shooters are obtained through active 
shooters and not through a magazine 
(i.e., the Rifle). Mr. Biehler pointed 
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out that the Eastern Region gave up 
some power to attract other regions 
to join. Mr. Cotter stated that there 
had been many arguments and many 
mistakes which had been corrected 
over the years. He further said that 
Charles Kingsley, via letter, is in 
favor of setting up a new organi- 
zation. Mr. White asked again about 
NBRSA concession of the represen- 
tation point. Mr. Mohnkern asked 
for a poll as to the advisability of 
changing NBRSA or forming a new 
organization. Mr. Kelbly further 
asked for a poll to determine which 
clubs would stay and which ones 
would go. Dave Hall mentioned pro- 
spective shooters from Canada. Dr 
Garcelon adjourned the meeting at 
approximately 12:10 p.m. for lunch. 


The meeting was called to order 
again at 1:34 pm. Dr. Garcelon 
called for a vote on whether or not 
to form a new organization; carried 
with GEORGE KELBLY and RALPH 
PICKENS OPPOSED. 


A poll of clubs was taken to de- 
termine which ones would partici- 
pate if such an organization was es- 
tablished: Mr. Kelbly speaking for 
Chippewa and Reeds Run —to stay 
with NBRSA. All of the following 
clubs would cooperate with the new 
organization: Johnstown; Fassett; 
Central Pennsylvania Rifle Club 
(Dauphin County), represented by 
Robert Karper; Sulphyr Springs, 
Pennsylvania, represented by Nick 
Yurjak; Council Cup, represented by 
Bob Hart; Lower Providence Rod 
and Gun Club, represented by Jerry 
Miller; Altoona, represented by John 
Kahler; Hamburg Club, represented 
by Emmett Francis; Harvey’s Lake 
Club, represented by John Scrim- 
geour; Canton-McKinley, represent- 
ed by Al Creighton; Atlanta, Georgia, 
represented by Robert Browne and 
Mr. Fife; Isaac Walton York, repre- 
sented by Mr. Loucks; Toronto, On- 
tario, Canada, represented by Stanley 
Weatherly; Ridge Sportsmen’s Club, 
represented by Ted Boughton; and 
Crawford Hollidge’s “Fly-Busting 
Club”. (total of 15) 


Mr. Walker presented a diagram 
of officers, directors, etc., all to be 
elective offices by the membership 
and clubs. There would be a repre- 
sentative from each of the member 
clubs plus representatives for the 
membership at large, and the Board 
of Directors would consist of these 
representatives. There would be 
three committees of three represent- 
ing Unrestricted, Hunter, and Var- 
mint Classes, which would pass on 
their own on any changes and take 


them through the Board of Directors. 


Committee members should be from 
their own respective shooting class- 
es. Mr. Fisher mentioned that some 
would be members of more than one 
club; it was then stated that there 
would be an agenda and a slate of 
officers published at least three 
months in advance to be considered 
at the annual meetings, and that the 
meeting attended would determine 
the member’s correct club, i.e., the 
group with which he would be affili- 
ated. Also, the three months would 
allow sufficient time for discussion 
on major issues. 


General discussion followed in- 
cluding questions which would have 
to be answered by the new organi- 
zation’s by-laws. Mr. Walker gave 
some general information and sug- 
gestions as to how the match fees 
could possibly be set up (and mem- 
bership fees). 


Motion that a new organization be 
formed by the group in meeting was 
made by William Hansen; seconded 
by Mr. Arnold; and carried with Mr. 
Pickens, Mr. Dewey, and GEORGE 
KELBLY OPPOSED. 


The next order of business was to 
set up working committees. Appoint- 
ed was Dr. Glover as Chairman, who 
named the following Nominating 
Committee members: George Stan- 
nard, Dave Hall, Thomas Briggs, Chet 
Shiner, William Purcell, John Koh- 
ler, and Warren Page (who was not 
present). After a short recess to en- 
able the Nominating Committee to 
prepare a slate of officers, Dr. Glover 
gave the following results: President, 
Dr. Garcelon; Vice President, Robert 
Hart; Secretary, Mike Walker; Re- 
cording Secretary, Emory Tooly; and 
Treasurer, Clyde Hart. Nominations 
from the floor were asked for. Mr. 
Biehler moved that. nominations be 
closed; Mr. Collins seconded; carried 
unanimously. 


After pointing out that the mem- 
bership had just made a helluva mis- 
take, President Garcelon appointed 
the following working committees: 

Constitution and By-Laws — Bob 
Hart, Chairman; Dr. Glover, Chester 
Andrews, Gerald Arnold, Norman 
Fahr, Car] Lynn, Jack Deming, Frank 
Hubbard, William Fisher, Crawford 
Hollidge, and Mike Walker. Dr. Gar- 
celon pointed out that the committee 
members were selected from the 
same general area to facilitate and 
expedite their work. 


Rules — Mike Walker, Chairman; 
Nick Yurjak representing Hunter 
Class, Gerald’ Arnold representing 
Varmint Class, John Kohler repre- 
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senting Heavy Gun Class, Robert 
Hart, and Ted Boughton. 

Match Schedule—Kenny Hostetter, 
Chairman (who appointed Jerry Hart 
as temporary Chairman); and other 
club representatives. 

Records — Al Angerman, possible 
Chairman, with committee members 
of his own choosing. 

Awards and Emblem — Ed Kno- 
bloch, Chairman; Warren Page, Rick 
Hornbeck, Stephen Borsh, and Mar- 
lin Bassett. 

Membership — Ken Hostetter, 
Chairman; Crawford Hollidge, Paul 
Kempfer, Thomas Briggs, John Dew- 
ey, Robert Brown, Robert White, Jim 
Stekl, Larry Wellbrock, and Dave 
Hall. 

Publicity Emory Tooly, Chair- 
man; Jim Stekl, William Purcell, 
Richard DeNeve, William Tardy, Wil- 
liam Cotter, and Ted Boughton. 

Finance—George Stannard, Chair- 
man; William Cotter, Ed Knobloch, 
John Galvin, William Dunn, and Mal- 
colm Barron. 


Ladies — Jane Glover, Chairlady; 
Judy Deming, Hazel Hart, Arlene 
Boughton, Billy Skakel, and Susie 
Hart. 

Presidential Advisors and Critics— 
all past Presidents (Irvin Mohnkern, 
Robert Hart, Mike Walker), plus ad- 
visors such as John Collins, Harvey 
Donaldson, Joel Hodge, Clyde Hart, 
Ross Sherman, Ray Biehler, Craw- 
ford Hollidge, Sam Wilson, William 
Cotter, Ted Boughton, and Al Creigh- 
ton. 

Under other business, the question 
of a name for the new organization 
was raised. Robert Hart suggested 
that a name be chosen then, and that 
a membership rate also be estab- 
lished; he then made a few addition- 
al remarks from the floor. Mr. Borsh 
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showed several possible emblems for 
the new organization. The following 
names were then suggested: Ameri- 
can Benchrest Association, Inter- 
national Precision Shooting Associ- 
ation, Precision Shooting Association, 
International Benchrest Association, 
International Bench Shooters, and 
Precision Bench Shooters Associ- 
ation. Mr. Fisher suggested that these 
names be submitted to the proper 
committee. 

Motion that P.S. be the official 
publication of the new organization 
was made by Mr. Pratt, seconded by 
Mr. Boughton, and passed. 

Mr. Purcell then moved that the 
Executive Committee negotiate and 
enter into a contract with P.S. for 
a period not to exceed two years; 
seconded by Mr. Hollidge and Mr. 
White; carried. 

Mr. Hansen moved that a member- 
ship rate of $8 per year be estab- 
lished; seconded by Mr. Purcell; 
amended by Mr. Hollidge that first 
members to pay will be charter mem- 
bers; further amended by Mr. Biehler 
that donations would entitle a mem- 
ber to a sustaining membership. It 
was then noted that pledge cards 
should be returned to Clyde Hart, 
R.F.D. #2, Lafayette, New York 13084, 
by April 1, 1970, in order to qualify 
for sustaining membership. The 
meeting was then recessed at ap- 
proximately 4:00 p.m. 

Dr. Garcelon reconvened the meet- 
ing of the eastern shooters at 9:50 
a.m. on Sunday, January 11, 1970. 
He noted that Vincent Henley had 
been appointed to the Constitution 
and By-Laws Committee and that 
Robert White had been appointed to 
the Awards and Emblem Committee. 

It was suggested that the name, 
International Benchrest Association, 
be considered by the membership. 
Mr. Collins suggested adding the 
word “shooters”. Mr. Walker recom- 
mended keeping the name as short 
as possible — perhaps International 
Benchrest Shooters. After general 
discussion, Mr. Tooly moved that IBS 
be accepted; Mr. Dewey seconded; 
carried. 

Finance Committee Chairman 
George Stannard then gave the fol- 
lowing report: suggested member- 
ship fees— regular - $8, associate or 
junior - $4, and club - $10; suggested 
range fees for matches— member - $1 
per day, Hunter Class member - 50¢ 
per day, non-member - $3 per day 
(with the exception that new shoot- 
ers may shoot for free the first day). 
It was also noted that international 
members would also pay the $8 rate 
(or appropriate rate), with no ad- 


ditional charge for postage, etc., for 
mailing P.S. The life membership 
rate was still undecided. Motion to 
accept this report was made by Mr. 
Arnold, seconded by Wally Hart, and 
carried unanimously. 

New classifications for Hunter 
Class were then presented as fol- 
lows: Novice - 0-228, Hunter - 229- 
239, and Master - 240-250. Discussion 
followed, including the suggestion 
that there should be a classification 
for strictly factorymade rifles. Also 
mentioned was that Hunter Class : 
shoots will be registered, and the 
possibility of international champi- 
onship matches. It was decided that 
the Hunter Class Committee should 
investigate these matters and submit 
a report, and that the Records Com- 
mittee for Hunter Class should be 
recommended in this report. Robert 
Karper moved to accept the new 
classifications; Mr. Hollidge second- 
ed; carried. 

It was noted that acceptance of 
charter membership applications 
should run for a period of one year 
(until 1971 Winter Meeting). 

In discussing the Heavy Gun 
Nationals, Robert Hart stated that a 
four-day shoot is a losing propo- 
sition, but that a two-day arrange- 
ment would be more feasible. He 
also noted that there were 38 com- 
petitors at the 1968 Heavy Gun 
Nationals. Dr. Garcelon suggested 
that Mr. Hart follow the procedure 
which would seem most prudent. 


Match Schedule Committee tempo- 
rary Chairman Jerry Hart then pre- 
sented the following tentative sched- 
ule as shown on page 27. Other clubs 
to be contacted for possible match 
scheduling included Canton-McKin- 
ley, Atlanta, Altoona, Philadelphia, 
and Greenville. 


Motion that decisions of Consti- 
tution and By-Laws Committee must 
be approved by membership was 
made by Mr. Pratt and seconded by 
Mr. Walker, after which he noted 
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that all committee reports will be 
published in P.S. Motion in the form 
of an amendment to the first motion 
that the vote on the Constitution is 
temporary was made by Mr. Briggs 
and seconded by Clyde Hart. After 
further discussion, the amendment 
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July 12, Harvey’s Lake (H) 
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discussion followed, after which Mr. 
Hart moved to raise the aiming 
square one ring and move nothing 
else on the target. The motion was 
seconded, voted on, and carried. 

Dr. Garcelon and Robert Hart each 
stressed the importance of every 
member trying to sign up new mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Tooly raised the question of 
duplication of moneys received, i.e., 
recent subscriptions, ete. After dis- 
cussion, it was decided that the Di- 
rectors will advise Mr. Tooly as to 
what action should be taken. Re- 
funds were mentioned. 

Dr. Garcelon delivered closing re- 
marks and upon motion of John 
Dougherty to adjourn, so did at ap- 
proximately 11:45 a.m., Sunday, Jan. 
11, 1970. 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST 
SHOOTERS 


1970 TENTATIVE 
MATCH SCHEDULE 


Apr. 19, York (H) 


Sept. 27, Sulphyr Spa. (H) 
Oct. 4, Fassett (H) 

Oct. 11, Dauphin (H) 

Oct. 18, York (H) 

Oct. 25, Harvey’s Lake (H) 
Nov. 8, York (H) 


NOTE: The above dates are classi- 
fied as tentative. Clubs that were 
unable to have a representative at 
the Jan. meeting should contact Paul 
J. Hart, R.D. #2, Lafayette, N. Y. 
13084. Phone 315 NX 6-5624. 


NOTE: The Hunter Rifle matches 
are not closed dates for the other 
competitive H.B. and Varmint class- 
es. They are compatible meaning 
H.B. and Varmint classes can be held 
on the same dates. 
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May 3, Hamburg (H) 

May 10, Harvey’s Lake (H) 

May 17, York (H) 

May 24, Council Cup (H) 

May 29-30-31, Fassett (All V.) 

May 31, Dauphin (H) 

June 7, Sulphyr Spa. (H) 

June 7, Fassett (H) 

June 14, Harvey’s Lake (H) 

June 13-14, Council Cup 
(H.B. &.H.V.) LaFayette 
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extra money that was contributed at the 
IBS organizational meeting. He knows 
what to do with it, but doesn't know the 
names of the donors. It is evident that 
a few turned these monies over to him 
without leaving name, address and in- 
structions. Should any of you readers 
who were in attendance fit this cate- 
gory, and wish a correction, please con- 
tact Clyde immediately. Otherwise, 
these monies will be placed in the sus- 
taining fund with benefactors unknown. 
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